
New slet t er
Ap r i l 2025



Welcom e to the Liverpool City Reg ion  and Beyond Early Years
St ronger Pract ice Hub April 2025 New slet ter.

First ly, thank you to all early years colleagues w ho have at tended
our face to face conferences and on line live conferences during
February and March. Please let  us know if you w ou ld  like other
conferences near you as w e w ill t ry our best  either face to face or
live on line. We have tw o conferences recorded re the 17 Sustainab le
Goals w ith  Dr D iane Boyd (Saturday 22nd March) and In teract ive
Read ing  w ith  Alex Gow er-Jones (Saturday 29t h  March). If you  d idn ’t
m anage to at tend live, p lease em ail
sphubnw @ever toncent re.liverpool.sch .uk and w e can send you the
record ing to w atch  either on  your ow n for your ow n professional
developm ent  or w ith  colleagues at  your set t ing .

Apr il 20 25 issu e
Welcom e, CPD, EEF Guide to t he Early Years Pup il
Prem ium , EEF Early Literacy and Self Care, EEF The Early
Years Pedagog ical Cont inuum , A safe and inclusive
learn ing  com m un ity, Develop ing  you r Clim ate Act ion
Plan , Tiny Happy Peop le from the BBC, DFE Early years
experts and m en tors p rog ram m e evalu at ion , Ofsted
consultat ion , Im proving  the way Ofsted  inspects
educat ion , SPHub Feedback Form .



BEACH SCHOOL AND FOREST SCHOOL TASTER SESSIONS:

Are you in terested  in  Beach School or Forest School Taster

session s?

We are offering  a repeat  of last  years sessions at  Ever ton

Nu rsery School and Fam ily Centre, Liverpool and Crosby Beach,

Merseyside. If you d idn ’t  have the chance to at tend last  year

p lease jo in  us th is year. See below the dates and t im es:

Forest Sch ool

Theory Wednesday 14th  May 1.30-3.30p.m .

Pract ical Wednesday 18t h  June 1.30-3.30p.m .

Reflect ion  Wednesday 2nd Ju ly 1.30-3.30p.m .

Beach Sch ool

Theory Wednesday 21st May 1-4 p.m .

Pract ical Wednesday 25t h  June 1-4 p.m .

Reflec t ion  Wednesday 9t h  Ju ly 1-4p.m .

LEA RNING W ALKS

Are you look ing for a Learn in g W alk in  anot her school or

set t ing  to see early years in  act ion? We have the follow ing  on

offer . Please em ail the sph em ail if you w ould  like to book on .

Hig h f ield  Nu rser y Sch ool, Ch orley, Tuesday 6t h  May 9.30 a.m .

– 11.4 5a.m . SEND focus.

East  Prescot  Nu rsery School, 86 East  Prescot  Road , Liverpool

L14 1PW . Thu rsday 22n d  May 9.00a.m – 11.30a.m .

Ever t on  Nu rser y Sch ool an d  Fam ily Cen t re, Spen cer St reet ,



Liverpool, Merseyside, L6 2W F. Thu rsday 12t h  Jun e 9.30a.m .

– 11.4 5a.m .

If you w ish  to offer your set t ing  for a learn ing  w alk to share

pract ice especially linked to research  in  com m un icat ion  or early

m athem at ics, let  us know via em ail on

sphubnw @evertoncent re.liverpool.sch .uk

RECORDED SESSIONS

We have recorded fou r t ee n sessions on line for staff t rain ing :

NEW RECORD ING: Conference from 29th  March  on  In teract ive

Read ing re 1 hou r, 30 m inutes w it h  Alex Gow er-Jones.

NEW RECORDIN G: Conference from Saturday 22nd March  on

the 17 Sustainab le Developm ent  Goals – An In t rodu ct ion  re 2

hou rs w it h  Diane Boyd.

NEW RECORD ING: An in t roduct ion  to w ork ing  w ith  ch ild ren

0-3 years by Am and a Qui rk .

SENSORY FUN Tiny Happy Peop le sensory fu n  for bab ies

indoors and outdoors w ith  low cost /no cost  act ivit ies shared by

Den ise W righ t  (Independent  Consu ltan t ). The w eb inar show s

educators how they can insp ire parents to undertake sensory

act ivit ies at  hom e to suppor t  their ch ild ’s learn ing  and

develo pm ent  th rou gh p lay.

INTERACTIVE READING online recorded session  by Alex Sharp

(Independent  Consultan t ) exp lores how early years educators



can exp lore in teract ive read ing  in  their p ract ice.

SKILLS BEFORE W RITING online recorded session  by Am anda

Quirk , Early Years Advisory Teacher, from our Hub team has put

together an  on line program m e for early years educators

exp loring  skills before early w rit ing .

EMOTIONAL REGULATION online recorded session  by Mar ia

Beale (SEND CO) and Em m a Doran (Early Years Co-ord inator)

from W h itefield  Prim ary School, Liverpool. Maria and Em m a

share how they have w orked w ith  ch ild ren  in  the early years

and their fam ilies exp loring  em ot ional regu lat ion .

NURSERY RHYMES online recorded session  by Faye Johnson,

Assistan t  Head teacher from Ever ton  Nursery School and Fam ily

Cent re has put  together a session  on  exp loring  Nursery

Rhym es w it h  young ch ild ren .

COMM UNICATION AND LANGUAGE online recorded session

by Am anda Quirk , Early Years Advisory Teacher, from our Hub

team has put  together an  on line program m e for early years

educators exp loring  com m un icat ion  and language.

OAP (ORD INARY AVAILABLE PROVISION) – Am an da Quirk ,

Early Years Advisory Teacher, from our Hub team has put

together a record ing  on  OAP (Ord inar y Availab le Provision) in

early years.

USING MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS - Craig  and Pip  from East



Prescot Nu rsery School, Liverpool have developed an  on line

record ing  on  how to use a range of m usical inst rum ents.

Ch ildm inders across our Hub have the oppor tun ity to borrow a

m usical inst rum ents bag  but  m any early years educators w ill

have these m usica l inst rum ents in  their p rovision .

MATHEMATICS RECORDED ONLINE – Rebecca Morgan

(Nursery Teacher) has recorded a pract ical session  on line to

share w ith  colleagues to exp lore m athem at ics w ith  under fives.

SENSORY CURRICULUM RECORDED ONLINE - Em m a-Lou ise

Scot t (Nurture Teacher) from Everton  Nursery School and

Fam ily cent re shares her experiences and pract ical exam p les of

a sensor y curricu lum .

EARLY EMOTIONS RECORDED ONLINE

Kaya Doyle (Program m e Manager) shares an  in t roduct ion  to

early em ot ional health , the issues ch ild ren  face and links to

socio-econom ic backgrou nds.

If you w ould  like to access to any of the recorded t rain ing

sessions, em ail sphubnw @ever toncentre.liverpool.sch .uk



CHILD MINDER INFORM ATION:

Preven t Tra in ing – Evert on  Nu rsery School and Fam ily Centre,
Spencer Street , Liverpool, Merseyside, L6 2W F. Thursday 3rd
Ap ril 6-7.30p.m . Em ail

CHILDMINDER NETW ORK RESOURCE
BAGS
If you w ou ld  like to access these
resources across the Liverpool City
Reg ion  and Beyond St ronger Pract ice
Hub area, em ail us on  our sph em ail
ad dress

sphubnw @ever toncentre.liverpool.sch .uk if you w ould  like a
fu nded p lace.

CHILDM INDER DROP IN
Every Wednesday 9.30-11.30a.m . at Deysbrook Com m un ity
Centre, Liverp ool, L12 4XF.
Every Wednesday 9.30-11.30a.m ., term t im e, St Hilda's Church
Hall, Hunts Cross, Stuart  Avenue, Liverpool, L25 0NG

If you at tend a drop  in  or m eet  up  w ith  other ch ildm inders
across the Liverpool City Reg ion  and Beyond area, p lease let  us
know so w e can adver t ise, allow ing local ch ildm inder
colleag ues to at tend, join  in  and netw ork.

W ELLCOMM BAGS
If you are a Liverpool Ch ildm inder and w ish  to borrow a Wellcom
m bag  to use w ith  your ch ild ren , em ail the sph em ail as w e can
support you and loan a Wellcom m bag to you for a period of t im
e.



Don ’t  forg et  t o acce ss in form at ion  f rom ou r nat ional
St ron g er Pract ice w eb sit e:
h t tps://w w w .st rongerpract icehubs.org .uk/hubs/nw/liverpool-
city-reg ion-and-beyond-eysph

Here you w ill find  in form at ion  about  our podcasts as w ell as
b logs and t rain ing  sessions.

We also have a local w ebsite on  our lead school w ebsite. See
here for m ore in form at ion :
h t tps://w w w .ever tonnurseryschoolandfam ilycent re.org /st ronger
pract icehu b

Also see the follow ing for p rofessionals from Tinny Happ y
Peop le (BBC) if you haven’t seen already:
h t tps://canvas-story.bbcrewind .co.uk/t inyhappypeop le-gu ide-
pro fessionals/

https://www .strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/nw/liverpool- city-region-and-beyond-eysph
https://www .evertonnurseryschoolandfam ilycentre.org/stronger practicehub
https://canvas-story.bbcrewind.co.uk/tinyhappypeople-guide- professionals/


EEF Gu ide t o t h e Early Years Pup il Pr em ium , designed to
suppor t  early years set t ings in  m ak ing  in form ed decisions
about  how to use their increased EYPP fund ing .
The gu ide – develo ped in  consu ltat ion  w ith  early years leaders –
recom m ends a balanced approach to spend ing and
enco urages set t in gs to:
· Develop  qualit y p ract ice, includ ing  th rough invest ing  in
h ig h-qu ality p rofessional develo pm ent .
· Tailor personalise d  suppor t , includ ing  targeted
in tervent ions that  m eet  ch ild ren ’s specific needs.
· Lead , p lan , an d  sust ain , includ ing  support ing  m ean ing fu l
engagem ent  betw een leaders and their team s so that  changes
to prac t ice st ick .

You can exp lore the gu ide and access the resources
here: h t tps://educat ionendow m ent foundat ion .org .uk/early-
years/pup il-p rem ium

The Early Years Pup il Prem ium (EYPP) has one aim : to im prove
outcom es for socio-econom ically d isadvant aged ch ild ren  from 9
m onths upw ards. In  April 2025, the Departm ent  for Educat ion
(DfE) increased fund ing for the EYPP by 45% to £570 per ch ild
per year.
A ch ild ’s fam ily incom e shouldn ’t be a barr ier to their
ach ievem ent  and w ellbeing  in  the early years. Early years
set t ings (includ ing  ch ildm inders, nurseries and schools) can
use th is increased fund ing to help  ever y ch ild  to flourish .

EEF Guid e to t he Early
Years Pup il Prem ium

https://educationendowm entfoundation.org.uk/early- years/pupil-prem ium


Please see updated  in form at ion  on  the EEF Early Years
Evidence Store on  Early Literacy and Self Care.
h t tps://educat ionendow m ent foundat ion .org .uk/early-
years/pup il-p rem ium

ht tps://educat ionendow m ent foundat ion .org .uk/educat ion-
evidence/g u idance-repor t s/literacy-early-years

h t tps://d2t ic4w vo1iusb.cloudfron t .net /p roduct ion /docum ents/ey
-eviden ce-store/early-
literacy/suppor t ing_early_literacy_in_the_early_years.pd f?
v=171102914 3

ht tps://d2t ic4 w vo1iusb.cloudfron t .net /p roduct ion /docum ents/pa
ges/support ing_personal_social_and_em ot ional_developm ent _i
n_the_early_years.pd f?v=17092894 37

ht tps://educat ionendow m ent foundat ion .org .uk/early-
years/ev idence-st ore/personal-social-and-em ot ional-
develo pm ent?approach=teach ing -aw areness-of-em ot ions-
and-feelings

CONTEXTS FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING: THE EARLY YEARS
PEDAGOGICAL CONTINUUM
In the Early Years Evidence Store you w ill find  that  the
recom m ended approaches and suggested pract ices can be
app lied  by educators across the cont inuum .
d2t ic4w vo1iusb.cloudfron t .net

https://educationendowm entfoundation.org.uk/early- years/pupil-prem ium
https://educationendowm entfoundation.org.uk/education- evidence/guidance-reports/literacy-early-years
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/docum ents/ey -evidence-store/early-
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/docum ents/pa ges/supporting_personal_social_and_em otional_developm ent_i n_the_early_years.pdf?v=1709289437
https://educationendowm entfoundation.org.uk/early- years/evidence-store/personal-social-and-em otional- developm ent?approach=teaching-awareness-of-em otions- and-feelings


A target  of Sustainab le Developm ent  Goal Quality Educat ion  4 .2 is
for all ch ild ren  by 2030, to have access to “qua lity early ch ildhood
developm ent , care and pre-prim ary educat ion .” Abraham Maslow
(1943) theorised that  for all ch ild ren  to ach ieve their fu ll poten t ial or
self-actualisat ion , they need to feel safe and happy, dep ict ing  h is
th ink ing  in  the form of a t riangu lar d iag ram (see below ).

A safe an d in clu sive learn in g
com m u nit y
Dr. Diane Boyd



Maslow 's h ierarchy of n eeds is a m ot ivat ional theory that
recogn ises five levels of h ierarch ical hum an need, in  the form of a
pyram id . Maslow h igh ligh ted  th rough h is theor y (1943) that  there
are five levels of necessity to ach ieve fu ll self actualisat ion . The first
and low est level represented our basic Physio log ical needs such as
w ater, food, b reath ing , sleep, w h ich  sad ly to som e ch ild ren  around
the w or ld  are st ill not  being  ach ieved. Th is inequality w as w hy the
Agenda 2030 agreem ent  (UN ESCO) w as signed in  Paris in  2015 by
over 193 count ries. The second and next level is Safet y , w h ich
h igh ligh ts the need for all ch ild ren  to live in  safe and secure
environm ents. Again , th is level is not  ach ievab le for all ch ild ren
Globally w ith  m any w ars rag ing  around the w orld  and m any
ch ild ren  as refugees. Th is level also recogn ises their need for secure
hom e lives, w ith  econom ic safety th rough parental em p loym ent
and health . The Early Years Found at ion  Stage (EYFS DfE,2024 , p  7)
h igh ligh ts that  all ch ild ren  are en t it led  to experience a “secure, sa fe,
and happy ch ildhood” not ing  that  "it  is im portan t  in  it s ow n righ t ”.
Bu t  again  the num bers are increasing  of ch ild ren  living  in  hom eless
hostels and unsafe housing cond it ions.

Maslow p laced Love/Belon g in g at  the th ird  level, bu t  th is cou ld  be
contested  because w ithout  a sense of belong ing , ch ild ren  are
unab le to fu lly op t im ise their w hole being  especially w hen you
consider the defin it ion  of ‘belong ing ’. Belong ing  recogn ises that
ch ild ren  (and all of us) need an in terpersonal connect ion  and
acceptance w ith  each other and the in terconnected w orld .
Belong ing  isn ’t  just  a  connect ion  to other peop le, bu t  a lso to p lace,
pow er, and purpose. The exper ience of belong ing  is about
connectedness th rough com m un ity, as w ell as rootedness in  a
p lace, a  feeling of ow nersh ip  in  shared outcom es, and a  sense of m
ission  w ith  others (Psychology Today 1943). The EYFS (DfE,2024 , p9)
Prim e Area Personal, Social and Em ot ional Developm ent , h igh ligh ts
the im portance of all ch ild ren  having  “st rong , w arm and support ive
relat ionsh ips w ith  adu lt s” to “enab le ch ild ren  to learn  how to
understand their ow n feelings and those of others” th rough posit ive
relat ionsh ips. W ith  a sense of belong ing  in  an  ‘enab ling  environm
ent ’ th rough ‘posit ive relat ionsh ips’ (EYFS, DfE,2024) ch ild ren  w ill
develop  a st rong  sense of self -est eem , w h ich  Maslow  put  as h is
four th  level in  the pyram id . Th is level also resonat es w ith  the
Characterist ics of Effect ive Learn ing  (EYFS, DfE,2024) w h ich  prom
otes resilience, m ot ivat ion , confidence and persistence to



keep t rying  un t il t he ch ild  ach ieves. The final top  level of the
pyram id  represents w hat  Maslow  called self -ac t ualisat ion w hen
you ach ieved your fu ll poten t ial w h ich  included capab ilit ies such as
crit icality, p rob lem solving  and creat ivity. These again  resonate w ith
the Characterist ics of Effect ive Learn ing  (EYFS, DfE,2024), bu t  also
w ith  the key sk ills requ ired  for the 21st  century (UNESCO,2017).

Educat ion  is an  essent ial elem ent  in  determ in ing  the fu tu re
capab ilit ies of ch ild ren  and therefore th is is im portan t  that  all
ch ild ren  have equal access and the opportun ity to experience
quality early years of pedagogy. Sustainab le Developm ent  Goal 4 ,
Quality Educat ion  (UNESCO,2015) aim s “to ensure inclusive and
equ itab le qua lity educat ion  and prom ote lifelong  learn ing
opportun it ies for a ll”. UNESCO fur ther states that “educat ion
libera t es the in tellect , un locks the im ag ina t ion  and is
fundam enta l for self-respect ” and therefore allow s ch ild ren  to reach
self-actualisat ion  (Maslow ,1943). For all ch ild ren  to ach ieve their fu ll
poten t ial or self-actualisat ion  th is requ ires not  just  a quality
educator (SDG 4) bu t a fu lly inclusive environm ent too (SDG 5
Gender Equality and SDG 10 Reduced Inequalit ies) (UN ESCO, 2015).
Early ch ildhood m ust p rovide for all ch ild ren  w ho as they develop
and learn  at  d ifferen t  rates, ‘equality of opportun ity and ant i-d iscrim
inator y pract ice, ensuring  that  every ch ild  is included and
suppor ted ’ EYFS (DfE,2024, p3).

So, w hat does SDG 5 Gender Equality and SDG 10 Reduced
Inequalit ies (UNESCO,2015) look like in  early ch ildhood pedagog ical
p rac t ice?

Rem em ber, both  goals are in terconnected and can not  be view ed
in  isolat ion . Start  by ref lect ing  upon your set t ing  vision  statem ent
and Ant i-b ias policies in  a staff m eet ing  or Professional m eet ings
and aud it  resources that  represent  an  inclusive approach. The
start ing  poin t  m ust  be a con versat ion , being  ab le to be open and
crit ically honest  in  your set t ings approach to inclusivity. Som et im es
th is m ay be after you have started  a conversat ion  and g iven yourself
t im e to sit  back and ponder your ow n perspect ive. Can you
recogn ise gaps in  your p rovision  or m aybe acknow ledge an
unconscious b ias. The Oxford  Eng lish  D ict ionary defines
unconscious b ias as “an y persona l p reference, a t t it ude, or
expect a t ion  tha t  unconsciously a ffects a  person 's ou t look or
behaviour.”



SDG Gen der Equal it y

The Un ited  Nat ions h igh ligh ted  that  w ith  seven years to go it  is
un likely that  SDG 5 targets w ill not  be ach ieved by 2030. Th is sad ly
notes that “p rogress towards gender equa lity is w ay off t rack” and
that “u rgent  act ion  is needed to cha llenge b iased socia l norm s,
elim ina te harm fu l p ract ices, and change d iscrim ina tor y law s.”
Early Ch ildhood is in  a p ivot al p lace to challenge such b iases and m
ake sm all bu t  pow erfu l steps towards im proving  the stat ist ics. The
ind ica tor repor t  for SDG 5 (Un ited  Nat ions) noted “w ith  on ly seven
years rem a in ing , a  m ere 15.4 per cent of Goa l 5 ind ica tors w ith  da ta
are “on  t rack”, 61.5 per cent  a re a t  a  m odera te d istance and 23.1
per cent  a re fa r or very fa r off t rack from 2030 ta rgets.” In  staff m
eet ings, policy d iscussions, parental conversat ions and pedagog ical
p lann ing , challenge these w orrying  stat ist ics and
em bed gender equality in to all aspects of your set t ing . Aud it  your
resources to ensure there are a w ide range of d iverse texts that
ref lect  m odern  society, h igh ligh t  a ‘Can Do’ at t it ude that  all ch ild ren
can access and ach ieve regard less of gender and that  all act ivit ies
are open and non-gender specific . If ch ild ren  feel
em pow ered and recogn ised for their ow n potent ial, they are m ore
likely to be m ot ivated . It  is im portan t  ch ild ren  have t rue agency
w ith  the confidence to reflect , th ink crit ically and challenge b ias as
they see b ias. To be em pow ered, ch ild ren  m ust be resilien t ,
p repared to have a go and be confident , resonat ing  w ith  the
characterist ics of effect ive learn ing  (Characterist ics of Effect ive
Learn in g) (EYFS, DfE, 2021, p16).

Playin g  an d exp lor in g  - ch ild ren  invest ig ate and experience
th ings, and “have a go”

Act ive learn in g - ch ild ren  concent rat e and keep on t rying  if they
encount er d ifficu lt ies, and en joy ach ievem ents

Creat in g  an d  t h ink in g  crit ically - ch ild ren  have and develop  their
ow n ideas, m ake links betw een ideas, and develop  st rat eg ies for
doing  th ings
We need for the fu tu re of our p lanet , st rong  ch ild ren  w ho are
em pow ered to th ink for them selves, to act  em pathet ically for
others (hum an and m ore than hum an w orld ), w ho are persisten t
and do not  g ive up  easily in  any d ifficu lt  circum stance, and w ho are



m ot ivated , creat ive and reflect ive. A fair and sustainab le ethos
w ith in  your set t ing  w ill cer tain ly support  both  the educat or and
ch ild ren  to be m ind fu l of others in  their behaviour and at t itude
resonat ing  w ith  SDG 4 .7(UNESCO,20 15).

A Provocat io n
Read together the book, I Like Myself! By Karen Beaum ont  (2010).



This book is fu ll of energy and im ag inat ion , h igh ligh t ing  the
im portance of a st rong  sense of self and self-esteem ,
encourag ing  ch ild ren  to appreciate ever yth ing  about
them selves, bot h  inside and out . Th is book w ill lead  to count less
conversat ions about  them selves and each other in  a safe and
em ot ionally secu re environm ent . Here the role of the Key
Person is crucial in  being  a consisten t  and st rong  advocate for
the ch ild ren  they support  by gu id ing  and nurturing  them . As
the EYFS (DfE,2024 , p17) stat es the key person “p rom otes
ch ild ren ’s learn ing  by develo p ing  a  deep understand ing  of their
ind ividu a l needs” w hilst  acknow ledg ing  their role th rough
at tachm ent  in  “their safety and w elfare”. As educators w e need
to st rive to help  ch ild ren  understand and cont rol their
em ot ions, suppor t  self-regulat ion  and provide posit ive
relat io nsh ips for their develo p ing  fu ndam ental valu es and
at t it ud es.
It  is im portan t  that  ch ild ren  learn  to like them selves, w ho they
are and how they fit  in to their fam ily and com m un ity. After
read ing  the text  together, sharing  thoughts and laughter
together th is is an  act ivity that  w ill fu rther enhance their
em ot ional th ink ing  and develo p ing  em pathy tow ards others.
Ask each ch ild  to say som eth ing  they like about  them self and
another ch ild  in  their g roup . The m essage m ust  be about
em pow erm ent , p rom ot ing  sim ilari t ies rather than negat ives
and how w e are all the sam e. Th is w ill also enhance their
listen ing  sk ills, convent ions of a conversat ion  th rough pat ience
and recogn ise fairness, develo p ing  an  ethos of k indness.
Th is exam p le show s k indergar ten  ch ild ren  im ag es of
them selves w h ich  they m ade in to a book called “We Like
Ou rselves!” This becam e a book that  the ch ild ren  cont inually
returned to, re read ing  the book, talk ing  and rem in iscing  about
their friends’ characterist ics and p ictures.



In terest ing ly the school p rom otes social sustainab ilit y and k indness
to all, th is w as clearly apparent  in  how they saw  them selves and
how they listened to each other’s stories (Boyd et  al, 2025).
For example. Melod ie liked  the fact  she saw herself as k ind  and that
th is w as an impor tan t  at t ribu t e, w hereas Em rys loved h is ch in , not
usually a feature posit ively commented on!

W whereas  Blake saw h im self as a ‘superhero ’ and recog n ised he
w as good a being one!



In  a w orld  of m ental health  crisis, Bella w as clear , “I like m yself
because I m ake m y m um laugh.” How fabu lous is that . Not  on ly d id
she realise she w as good at  m ak ing  peop le happy, bu t  she also
connected laugh ing  to that  feeling , p lacing  her m um ’s happ iness
as cent ral. All these exam p les dem onst rate SDG 3 Good Health  and
Wellbeing  and the im portance of a quality educat or (SDG 4)
(UNESCO,2015) using  the text  as an  in it ial p rovocat ion  and w ith
“sensit ive quest ion ing ” EYFS (DfE,2024 , p9) the educator or key
person supported  ch ild ren ’s em ot ional th ink ing .

SDG 10 Reduced  In equalit ies

After the pandem ic five years ago, the Educat ion  Recovery Program
m e Early years educat ion  recovery program m e:
support ing  the sector - GOV.UK w as developed to help  both  the
youngest  and m ost  d isadvantaged ch ild ren . The program m e w as
designed to support  understand ing  of ch ild  developm ent , com m
unicat ion  and language, early m aths and personal, social
and emot ional developm ent . The St ronger Pract ice Hubs are a d irect
resu lt  of that  in it ial p rogram m e, w ork ing  to reduce inequalit ies (SDG
10) in  early ch ildhood. The 18 hubs across Eng land “a re a  netw ork of
early years set t ings w ith  exper t ise and know ledge of the evidence
base on w hat  w orks to support  ch ild  ou tcom es, and experience
of delivering  effect ive pract ice”. The Government  fu r ther reit erat ed
that  the hubs w ou ld “support  set t ings in  adopt ing  evidence-based
pract ice im provem ents and w ill bu ild  loca l netw orks for sharing
effect ive pract ice”. This is a posit ive exam p le of how Eng land is
w ork ing  towards a more
inclusive early ch ildhood program m e and resonat ing  au thent ically
w ith  SDG 10 Reduced Inequalit ies (UNESCO, 2015). Through your
local hub, Liverpool City Reg ion  and Beyond, w e w ill con t inue to
w ork alongside you and support  you in  delivering  quality p ract ice
that is alw ays evidence based (SDG 4 Quality).

The UNESCO fram ew ork (2015) (SDG 5 and SDG 10) expects that  by
2030, Governments w ou ld “empow er and promote the socia l,
econom ic and polit ica l inclusion  of a ll, irrespect ive of age, sex,
d isab ility, race, ethn icity, orig in , relig ion or economic or other sta tus.”
So how can you support  th is p rocess?

As SDG Target  10 4 requ ires policy change to demonst rate a more

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-continuing-professional-development-and-support


As SDG Target  10.4 requ ires policy change to dem onst rate a m ore
inclusive w orld  perhaps there is a need for an  honest  and crit ically
reflect ive aud it  of all the policies w ith in  the set t ing . Are ch ild ren
reflect ed  in  policy? Do all ch ild ren  have a voice? Is there t rue
representat ion  w ith in  the set t ing  resources and p lann ing  of our m
odern society w ith  d ifferent  cu ltu res and d iversity?  Regard less of the
context  of your ind ividual set t ing  or nursery, do you provide
opportun it ies and  resources that  reflect  the w ide d iversity of
Eng land/UK/World  today? In  em pow ering  ch ild ren  and g iving  them
agency you  w ou ld  be reflect ive of SDG 10.6 w h ich  argues for
“enhanced representa t ion  and voice” (UNESCO,2015). Reflect as a
staff -How do you dem onst rate agency? How can you facilit ate
ch ild ren ’s aw areness and em pathy tow ards ot hers?
Stat ist ics (Un ited  Nat ions) show that “one in  six peop le w orldw ide
has experienced d iscrim ina t ion  in  som e form , w ith  w om en and
peop le w ith  d isab ilit ies d isproport ionately a ffected .” In  1989 the
Un ited  Nat ions developed  a crucial and  sign ifican t  p iece of
leg islat ion  the Convent ion  on  the Righ ts of the Ch ild  w h ich  clear ly
dem onst rated  how w e shou ld  in  policy and pract ice be support ing
and keep ing  ch ild ren  safe. Th is estab lished that  all ch ild ren “have
righ ts w ithout  d ist inct ion  of any kind , such as race, colour, sex,
language, relig ion , polit ica l or other op in ion , na t iona l or socia l
orig in , p roperty, b irth  or other sta tus.” convent ion-righ ts-ch ild -
text -ch ild -friend ly-version.pdf Art icle 3 for exam p le, recogn ised that
ch ildren have agency and their best  in terests should alw ays be p ivotal
in  any decisions m ade and Art icle 30 notes that “Ch ild ren  have the
righ t  to use their ow n language, cu ltu re and relig ion” (UN,1989).As
a set t ing  it  w ou ld  be m ind fu l to reflect  upon the fu ll ar t icles of
UNCRC and visib ly d isp lay the ch ild  friend ly poster so parents, fam
ilies and ch ild ren  can see your ethos has their best  in terests at  the
cent re.

W hen ref lect ing  upon both  SDG 10 and the UNCRC, data from the
Unit ed  Nat ions h igh ligh ted  that  in  2022 there w as the “h ighest
num ber of refug ees (34 .6 m illion  peop le) ever docum ented. Th is
year w as a lso a  dead ly one for m ig ran ts, w ith  nearly 7,000 deaths
recorded g loba lly.” Art icle 22 states that “ch ild ren  w ho m ove from
their hom e count ry to another count ry as refugees (because it  w as
not  sa fe for them to stay there) shou ld  get  help  and protect ion
and have the sam e righ ts as ch ild ren  born  in  tha t  count r y”.

https://www.unicef.org/media/60981/file/convention-rights-child-text-child-friendly-version.pdf


Again  ref lect - W hat  is your set t ing  /nurser y policy on  support ing
vu lnerab le refugee ch ild ren? In  m any set t ings and com m un it ies
across Eng land there are pockets of refugees, and you w ant  all
ch ild ren  to be em pathet ically m ind fu l of the d ifficu lt ies refugee
ch ild ren  m igh t  experience. So how cou ld  you em ot ionally support
both  the refugee ch ild ren  in  your set t ing  or nursery and help  the
other ch ild ren  to em pathet ically understand by p lacing
them selves in to a refugee ch ild ’s anxious and d ifficu lt  experience?
The Eary Years Toolkit  (EEF) on  Social and Em ot ional Learn ing , rem
inds us that  ch ild ren  from “d isadva ntaged backgrounds have, on
average, w eaker SEL skills a t  a ll ages than their m ore a ffluent
peers”. So, it  is im portan t  that  as educators w e are constant ly
reflect ing on  our p rovision .
A suggest ion  as a start ing  provocat ion  cou ld  be to read th is text
together in  a safe and em ot ionally secure p lace together, pausing
and ref lect ing w hen needed.
A p rovocat ion  -M y Nam e is Not Refug ee (20 17) by Kat e Miln er



This text  exp lores how a young  boy and h is m um m ust  m ake a
journey, say goodbye to friends and loved ones sudden ly, and
recogn ises how d ifficu lt  th is w ou ld  be. Th is text  is described as a
“pow erfu l and m oving  exp lora t ion  tha t  d raw s the young  reader
in to each stage of the journey, invit ing  the chance to im ag ine the
decisions he or she w ou ld  m ake.” The EEF toolkit for
Com m un icat ion  and Language Com m un icat ion  and language
approaches | EEF recogn ise the im portance of read ing  together
w ith  ch ild ren , suggest ing  there is a very h igh  im pact  and increases
learn ing by seven m ont hs .The EYFS (DfE,2024) requ ires educat ors
to provide an  inclusive environm ent , bu t  th is m ust  be au thent ic . We
m ust  challenge educators to ensure they are not  just  ‘doing  a
tourist  approach’ w h ich  is “not  usua lly ind ica t ive of genu ine cu ltu ra l
responsiveness to fam ilies’ needs, asp ira t ions and desires” (The
Educat ion  Hub, New Zealand). Rather than tok en ist ically sing ing  m
ult i-cu ltu ral song s and having  a ro le p lay area set  up  as a Ch inese
Restaurant  at  the Lunar Fest ival, instead encourage deeper
quest ion ing  and th ink ing  to help  support  ch ild ren ’s understand ing
of d ifference and encourage openness and em pathy for d ifference.
Th is th ink ing  challenges for exam p le, having a role p lay D iwali Box
of saris for instance, that  on ly com e out  at  th is celebrat ion  t im e.
Reflect  upon your p lann ing and resources to ensure they are non-
stereotyp ical and are in teg rated  in to everyday pedagog ical
experiences. The EEF h igh ligh ts in  Professional Developm ent  the
need to support  staff  to value and understand Social and Em ot ional
st rateg ies for vu lnerab le ch ild ren , again  ensuring  they are
authent ically
em bedded in to everyday prac t ices.

SDG 4 Quality Educat ion  (UN ESCO,2015) clearly h igh ligh ts “the
need to ensure inclusive and equ itab le qua lity educat ion  and prom
ote lifelong  learn ing  opportun it ies for a ll” and that  m ust  be the m
ain  priority as educators in  the early years, as th is is w hen fundam
ental values and at t itudes of inclusion , race and d iversity are form
ed. OFSTED has a consu ltat ion  runn ing  from February un t il April
28th  and is ask ing  for your thoughts on  w ays to im prove early years
inspect ions. Im proving  the w ay Ofsted  inspects educat ion :
consu ltat ion  docum ent  - GOV.UK

OFSTED h igh ligh ts 8 d ifferen t  criteria to be judged against , of
w h ich  one is inclusion  Under an  Inclusive Cu ltu re it notes for

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/early-years/toolkit/communication-and-language-approaches
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/improving-the-way-ofsted-inspects-education/improving-the-way-ofsted-inspects-education-consultation-document


w hich  one is inclusion . Under an  Inclusive Cu ltu re it notes for
exam p le,” Leaders’ policies and act ions dem onst ra t e, estab lish  and
em bed inclusive behaviour and an inclusive cu lt u re. Pract it ioners
understand very clearly their roles in  cu lt iva t ing  and m a in ta in ing
an inclusive cu ltu re for ch ild ren . They w ork constant ly and
consisten t ly in  partnersh ips w ith  parents/carers, other p rofessiona ls
and loca l services to m ake sure tha t every ch ild  can ach ieve,
succeed and th rive”.

Early years inspect ion  toolkit
Please ensure you read and part icipate in  the consu ltat ion  by April
28th , 2025.

References:
A Theory of Hum an Mot ivat ion  - Abraham H Maslow -
Psycholog ica l Review Vol 50 No 4 Ju ly 1943.
Boyd, D., McLeod, N., & Jones, I. (2025) The legacy of at tend ing  a
sustainab ly friend ly school: Ysgol San Sior, a p lace of possib ilit ies for
a sustainab le w orld  in Educat ionFutures [For thcom ing ].
I Like Myself! (2010) by Karen Beaum ont , Cengage Learn ing , Inc. My
Nam e is Not  Refugee (2017) by Kate M ilner, Barring ton  Stoke Lim
ited .
h t tps://theeducat ionhub.org .nz/how -to-avoid-a-t oken ist ic-or-
tourism -approach-to-d iversity/

Develop ing  your Clim ate Act ion  Plan?  You can access the
governm ent 's Sustainab ilit y Support  for Educat ion w ebsite, their

Climate Ambassadors Program m e and the Nat ional Educat ion
Nature Park . You can also use Early Years Sustainab le Hub
developed by the High field  Nursery School in  Ipsw ich  and

Ever ton  Nurser y School in  Liverpool.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67927d7dde39a2da43572d73/early_years_inspection_toolkit_draft_for_consultation.pdf
https://theeducationhub.org.nz/how-to-avoid-a-tokenistic-or-tourism-approach-to-diversity/
https://www.sustainabilitysupportforeducation.org.uk/?utm_source=Early+Education&utm_campaign=a7d92e82c0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_09_13_01_47_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f3fa759875-a7d92e82c0-459800542&mc_cid=a7d92e82c0&mc_eid=4ce9dd1e03
https://climateambassadors.org.uk/?utm_source=Early%20Education&utm_campaign=a7d92e82c0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_09_13_01_47_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f3fa759875-a7d92e82c0-459800542&mc_cid=a7d92e82c0&mc_eid=4ce9dd1e03
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resources?utm_source=Early+Education&utm_campaign=a7d92e82c0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_09_13_01_47_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f3fa759875-a7d92e82c0-459800542&mc_cid=a7d92e82c0&mc_eid=4ce9dd1e03
https://www.evertonnurseryschoolandfamilycentre.org/early-years-sustainable-hub?utm_source=Early+Education&utm_campaign=76b86dc2d1-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_09_13_01_47_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f3fa759875-76b86dc2d1-459630002&mc_cid=76b86dc2d1&mc_eid=6be45d0210


Please can  w e ask you  an d  you r t eam s t o h elp  shape t h e
developm en t  of fu t u re BBC Tiny Happy Peop le con t en t  and
resou rces.

Please find  below in form at ion  about our BBC Tiny Happy Peop le
survey fo r Speech and Languag e Therapy team s and Early Years
professionals to com p lete w h ich  shou ld  take no m ore than 10
m in u tes.

W e’d  be delig h t ed  t o h ear you r view s an d  t h ose of you r t eam s
an d  par t n ers, if possib le p lease do share t h ese t w o d if feren t
link s w it h  you r colleag ues across Early Years an d  SLT services:

Click here to share your view s if you w ork in  a SLT team :

 to share your view s if you w ork in  EYS educat ion  and ch ild care:

If the link does not  w ork , t ry cop ying  and past ing  it  in to your
brow ser.

BBC Tiny Hap py Peop le are collaborat ing  w ith  Sherbet  Research .
Th e aim of t h is su rvey is t o g at h er in form at ion  on  w h et h er you
are using BBC Tiny Happy Peop le resou rces w it h  fam il ies, w h ich
resou rces you  are usin g , w h en , an d  h ow . W e w ou ld  also like t o
h ear w h et h er t h ere are any barr iers t o usin g  t h e resou rces, an d
you r sug gest ions for im p rovem en t .All responses are anonym ous
and w ill be com b ined w ith  the view s of Early Years Professionals
from across the UK.Because th is is a UK-w ide survey you m ay also
receive another invite bu t you on ly need to com p lete th is
once.Thank you for spend ing  t im e to help  us shape the fu tu re of
Tiny  Hap py Peop le.

Best w ishes,
BBC Tiny Hap py Peop le

Tin y Hap py Peop le
f rom t h e BBC

Thank you  for all your support
and  using BBC Tiny Happ y
Peop le w ith  fam ilies you  w ork
w it h .

https://survey.rigourresearch.co.uk/wix/7/p945956217697.aspx?qs=4
https://survey.rigourresearch.co.uk/wix/7/p945956217697.aspx?qs=8


BBC Tiny Hap py Peop le

Please note, BBC Tiny Happy Peop le & Sherbet Research  are not
gathering  or storing  any personal in form at ion , and the survey is
anonym ised. If requ ired , data privacy procedures and contact
in form at ion  can be found here
Th is research  is being conducted on behalf of BBC Tiny Happy
Peop le by Sherbert Research , 8 Bressay Drive, London, NW 7 2AZ.
For any techn ical queries about  com p let ing  research  it self, p lease
contact research@sherbert research .com .
If you have a quest ion  for BBC Tiny Happy about  the survey, p lease

Early years experts and m entors prog ram m e
evalu at ion
Th is repor t  ou t lines the find ings from the
evaluat ion  of the early years experts and
m entors prog ram m e and the ch ildm inder m
entor p rog ram m e. The early years experts
and m ent ors prog ram m e w as ...
w w w .gov.uk

Anonym ised survey host ing  is p rovided by Rigour Research  Ltd , 71-
75 Uxbridge Road, London, W 5 5SL.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/zr4j92p#:~:text=The%20BBC%20will%20collect%20and,anything%20further%20at%20this%20stage


Rem em ber to respond to the Ofsted  consu ltat ion  if you  haven’t
already. Th is closes on  the 28th  April 2025.

h t tps://ww w .gov.uk /governm ent /consu lt at ions/im proving -the-w ay-
ofsted-inspects-educat ion /im proving -the-w ay-ofst ed-inspects-

educat ion-consu ltat ion-docum ent

Th is consu ltat ion  seeks your view s on our p roposed reform s to
inspect ing  early years, state-funded schools, non-associat ion

independent schools, FE and sk ills and ITE.[foot note 2]
The consu ltat ion  w ill run  for 12 w eeks, from 3 February to 28 April.

Thank you to all the professionals, experts, un ions, representat ives,
academ ics, parent s, carers and m em bers of the pub lic w ho have

already supported  us to reach th is poin t . The proposals below have
benefit ed  from your feedback and challenge.

Th is page sets ou t  our p roposals and the associat ed  quest ions w e
ask about  our p roposals in  the survey it self.

Respond to the consu ltat ion
As w ell as invit ing  responses th rough the on line survey, w e w ill run

focus g roups during  the consu ltat ion  period . Over the com ing
m onths, w e w ill also do fu r ther user research  and test ing  of our

report  cards, and w e w ill visit  p roviders across all our educat ion  rem
its to refine and im prove our p roposals.

The changes w e are consu lt ing  on  are due to be im p lem ented
from Novem ber 2025, except in  ITE, w h ich  w ill be im p lem ented from

Januar y 2026, in  line w ith  governm ent  policy. We w ill pub lish  a
report  on  the ou tcom e of the consu ltat ion  on  our w ebsite in  the

sum m er .
Before w e pub lish  our inspect ion  m aterials, w e w ill assess the

im pact of our p roposed reform s on :
· leaders’, p ract it ioners’ and inspectors’ w orkloads, m ental

health  and w ell-being
· equality, d iversity and inclusion  for ch ild ren , learners, leaders,

pract it ioners and our inspectors

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/improving-the-way-ofsted-inspects-education/improving-the-way-ofsted-inspects-education-consultation-document


Im proving the w ay Ofsted
inspects educat ion  - YouTube
In  early Februar y 2025 w e
launched a consu lt at ion  on  our
proposed chang es to the w ay
Ofsted  inspect s educat ion . In
th is w eb inar w e exp lain  w hat
our p roposals...

Liverpool Cit y Reg ion  an d  Beyon d  Early Years St ron g er Pract ice
Hub

Feed bac k Form

If you have at tended any of our conferences or face to face t rain ing ,
p lease scan the QR code and send us feedback . Many thanks.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9CUx-DaXU0I&t=18s

