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Welcome to our May newsletter.  Our theme of Sustainability and the 
Sustainable Goals is continued this month and featured in the article by Diane 
Boyd: ‘Lost words’ reflected through the three pillars of sustainability and the 
SDGs.  This theme moves into our next conference.  We hope you can join us at 
our Intergenerational and early numeracy learning conference on Saturday 15th 
June 9.45a.m. – 12.15p.m. at The Mazuma Stadium, Morecambe Football 
Club, Christie Way, Westgate, Morecambe, LA4 4TB.  We will be giving free 
mathematics resources to all conference delegates to share in their settings.
 
Have you checked our latest Continuous Professional Development (CPD) offer 
and accessed our sensory curriculum, early emotions and early mathematics 
sessions recorded online?  We have Forest School and Beach School face to 
face sessions in May, June and July, linked to early years research in both 
Liverpool/Crosby and Morecambe.  We are also offering the evidenced based 
PEEP programme training (train the trainer) in the summer term across the 
Liverpool City Region and Beyond as well as the evidenced based Movers 
programme, Self-Regulation and Executive Function session and a Nursery 
Rhyme session linked to research. 
 
If you would like more information on any of our CPD offer or you can suggest 
other CPD please email sphubnw@evertoncentre.liverpool.sch.uk for more details. 
If you know an early years colleague that hasn’t registered please ask them to 
subscribe on www.evertonnurseryschoolandfamilycentre.org/strongerpracticehub 
and subscribe through the subscribe button.
 
Have you seen that the Education Endowment Foundation have launched their 
Self-Regulation and Executive Function guidance information through the Early 
Years Evidence Store.  https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/early-years-
evidence-store/self-regulation-and-executive-function
 
Our Self-Regulation sessions based in Widnes (at the VILLAGE HOTEL, 
Liverpool. Fallows Way, Whiston, Liverpool L35 1RZ. One day CPD split into 
two half days of delivery with a gap task, 1pm – 4pm THURSDAY 23rd May 2024 
and 1pm – 4pm FRIDAY 14th June 2024) will complement the recent guidance 
information.
 
Calling all Childminders - look out for our Childminder Resources Box launched 
this month.  More details will be sent to childminders who have registered with us.  
If you know a childminder that hasn’t registered, please ask them to subscribe.
Finally, if you can offer your setting for a learning walk, or write a blog or case 
study sharing your early years practice or you have an early years network we can 
attend, please let us know.
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Liverpool City Region and Beyond Early Years 
Stronger Practice Hub Continual Professional 
Development Opportunities
 
All CPD sessions are open to all Early Years practitioners in the Liverpool 

City Region and Beyond Stronger Practice Hub Local Authorities. To book 

on any CPD session live or recorded email: 

sphubnw@evertoncentre.liverpool.sch.uk 

 

Our themes linking to research throughout April, May, June, July and 

August are:

Beach School, Forest School, Mathematics, Nursery Rhymes, PEEP 

and SEND.

Our next half day conference is on Saturday 15th June 9.45am to 

12.15p.m. at The Mazuma Stadium, Morecambe Football Club, Christie 

Way, Westgate, Morecambe, LA4 4TB. 

Our theme for the conference is:

Mathematics and Sustainability in Early Childhood with Lil Newton 

(Early Years Consultant) and Diane Boyd (Early Years Consultant) who 

both share examples of how mathematics and sustainability can be 

explored with young children and the educators who work with them. 

Free mathematics resources given to try in your own setting.

 

MATHEMATICS RECORDED ONLINE – Rebecca Morgan (Nursery 

Teacher) has recorded a practical session online to share with colleagues 

to explore mathematics.  Email the sph email if you would like to access 

the session via Vimeo.

 

EARLY EMOTIONS RECORDED ONLINE

An introduction to early emotional health, the issues children face 

and links to socio-economic backgrounds, previously by Kaya Doyle (Hub 

Manager) online live.

Now available as a recorded session – email sph email if you would 

like to access a recorded session for CPD for yourself or your setting.

 

SENSORY CURRICULUM RECORDED ONLINE  - email our sph email 

address if you would like to access for your school or setting a recorded 

session from Emma-Louise Scott (Nurture Teacher) sharing her 

experiences and practical examples of a sensory curriculum.

 

LEARNING WALKS

Are you looking for a Learning Walk in another school or setting to see 

early years in action?  We have the following on offer.  Please email the 

sph email if you would like to book on.

 

Rainhill Community Nursery School, Deepdale Drive,

Rainhill, Prescot, Merseyside L35 4NW– Thursday 16th May 12.45 - 

3.45p.m.

 

Kids Planet Hoylake Nursery, Queens Road,

Wirral, CH47 2AG – Tuesday 4th June 9.30am – 11.45a.m.

 

Shoreside Primary School, Westminister Drive, Ainsdale,

Merseyside, PR8 2QZ, Sefton – Tuesday 18th June 9.30am – 

11.45a.m.

 

East Prescot Nursery School, East Prescot Road, Liverpool,

Merseyside, L14 1PW - Tuesday 2nd July – 12.45 – 3.45p.m.

If you wish to offer your setting for a learning walk to share practice 

especially linked to research in communication or early mathematics, let 

us know via email on sphubnw@evertoncentre.liverpool.sch.uk

 

During May, June and July we are offering Beach and Forest School 

training linked to SDG 14 and SDG 15 in Liverpool and Morecambe.  

Free Beach School and Forest School resources given.  We have the 

below available for one person per setting:

FOREST SCHOOL, Liverpool – explore with other practitioners on:

Forest School session 1 on Wednesday 15th May, 2-4p.m.

Forest School session 2 on Wednesday 12th June, 2-4p.m.

Forest School session 3 on Wednesday 26th June, 2-4p.m.

Face to face training at Everton Nursery School and Family Centre, 

Spencer Street, Liverpool. L6 2WF

BEACH SCHOOL, Liverpool/Crosby – explore with other 

practitioners on:

Beach School session1 on Wednesday 22nd May, 2-4p.m.

Beach School session 2 on Wednesday 19th June, 2-4p.m.

Beach School session 3 on Wednesday 3rd July, 2-4p.m.

Face to face training at Everton Nursery School and Family Centre, 

Spencer Street, Liverpool. L6 2WF

BEACH SCHOOL, Morecambe – explore with other practitioners on:

Beach School session1 on Saturday 22nd June, 9.30am-3p.m. Bring 

your own pack lunch. Face to face training and practical session at 

Sandcastle Nursery and Beach School Morecambe and a local hall close 

to Sandcastle Nursery.

Beach School session 2 on Saturday 29th June, 9.30am-1p.m. Face to 

face training at The Mazuma Stadium, Morecambe Football Club, Christie 

Way, Westgate, Morecambe, LA4 4TB

 

Email the sph email if you would like to book Forest School or Beach 

School or both.  You have to attend all three sessions for Liverpool and 

the two sessions in Morecambe.  Sessions are not stand alone 

sessions.

 

 

SELF REGULATION AND EXECUTIVE FUNCTION IN LIVERPOOL

Self-regulatory skills can be defined as the ability of children to manage 

their own behaviour and aspects of their learning. In the early years, 

efforts to develop self-regulation often seek to improve levels of self-

control and reduce impulsivity. These skills are also sometimes described 

as executive function capability.

Face to face training at the VILLAGE HOTEL, Liverpool. Fallows 

Way, Whiston, Liverpool L35 1RZ. Just off M57, M62. One day CPD 

split into two half days of delivery with a gap task, 1pm – 4pm 

THURSDAY 23rd May 2024 and 1pm – 4pm FRIDAY 14th June 2024. 

If you are interested in finding out more about this CPD session email the 

sph email address and register your interest.

 

EXPLORING NURSERY RHYMES

On Thursday 13th June 2.30-4.30p.m. at Everton Nursery School 

and Family Centre, L6 2WF.  Explore Nursery Rhymes in a fun session 

with Faye Johnson (Assistant Headteacher) with free resource bag given 

to try in own setting and report back of how the resource was used.  

 Online session will be produced after the training.

 

BLACK AND WHITE SENSORY PLAY FOR BABIES on Wednesday 

3rd July 3.30-5.30 pm at Everton Nursery School and Family Centre, 

L6 2WF OR Saturday 6th July 2024 10.30am – 12.30pm New Hutte 

Centre, Lichfield Road, Halewood. Liverpool L26 1TT  - High 

contrasting colours, particularly black and white, are an effective way to 

stimulate babies’ senses and support early brain development. Spaces 

rich in high quality displays and resources are necessary for promoting 

early visual development.

This fun two hour practical workshop will give you lots of ideas for 

creating stimulating resources and displays which are rich in promoting 

babies’ attention and developing their personal social and 

emotional attention, communication and language and physical 

development.

 

FUTURE SESSION: PEEP – have you signed up to become a PEEP 

trainer for your local authority?

We are looking for three PEEP trainers for each of the 10 Local 

Authorities we are working with. If you are interested in finding out more 

about this CPD session email the sph email address and register your 

interest.  Kaya Doyle (Hub Programme Manager) will contact you with 

more details.

 

If you are interested in finding out more about any of these CPD sessions 

email the sph email address and register your interest.

 

 

DINGLEY’S PROMISE

If you are a Liverpool practitioner you can access Dingley’s Promise 

free.  Please register at the following: Click the link, register, then access 

whenever suits.

https://dingley.org.uk/dingleys-promise-training/early-years-inclusion-

programme/

Outside of Liverpool please look at the Dingley’s Promise website for 

more information.  If you would like to access any of the modules please 

register an interest in the sph email address.  https://dingley.org.uk/

 

NASEN GOLD KEY

We have been talking with Nasen re the Golden Key (see below).  Is this 

something you would be interested in?  Please email the sph email to 

register your interest.  https://nasen.org.uk/golden-key-programme At 

present this is only for School and private nurseries, not childminders.  

Nasen are developing a programme for childminders so keep looking on 

their website and register your interest if interested.

The programme for key person practitioners across the Stronger Practice 

Hub area would include:

8 weeks of programme delivery (online) and associated prep.

Start date and time to be decided with you, to best suit your 

practitioners

Content of the programme can be adapted as needed to suit 

local needs – Attached is an overview to show what this could look 

like, but this is flexible to suit requirements.

Practitioners receive slides and useful links documents for 

each main session, as well as their digital certificate on completion 

of initial and final evaluations.

Main sessions are recorded to allow catch up for practitioners 

who may need to miss one. (Available until the next main session 

begins).    

A bespoke digital flyer to support recruitment, including booking 

links and any logos/copy you would like included.

Attendance at a network meeting/event to introduce the 

programme, if requested (usually online).

 

CHILDMINDER INFORMATION:

CHILDMINDER SPEECH AND LANGUAGE DROP IN

Calling All Childminders in Liverpool City Region - Come and meet 

Rachel Barrett, speech and language therapist from TalkAboutTown at 

our childminder 

drop in at Everton Nursery School and Family Centre, Spencer Street, L6 

2WF on Friday 31st May, Friday 26th July, Friday 

16th August 9.30a.m. to 11a.m. to discuss 

any speech and language concerns or ask about Wellcomm. 

Bring your children to the drop-in and colleagues will support while you 

speak with Rachel in the drop-in.

 
CHILDMINDER DROP IN

Every Monday 9.30-11.30a.m. at Deysbrook Community Centre, 

Liverpool, L12 4XF.

Every Wednesday 9.30-11.30a.m., term time, St Hilda's Church Hall, 

Hunts Cross, Stuart Avenue, Liverpool, L25 0NG

Every Friday 9.30-11.00a.m. at Everton Nursery School and Family 

Centre, Spencer Street, Liverpool, L6 2WF. 

If you attend a drop in or meet up with other childminders across the 

Liverpool City Region and Beyond area, please let us know so we can 

advertise, allowing local childminder colleagues to attend, join in and 

network.

 

WELLCOMM BAGS

If you are a Liverpool Childminder and wish to borrow a Wellcomm bag to 

use with your children, email the sph email as we can support you and 

loan a Wellcomm bag to you for a period of time.

 
HANEN Learning Language and Loving It Programme – in 

development for Childminders

If you are in Liverpool or Sefton, we are looking for 12 childminders to 

work with ourselves and Communicate on developing the programme for 

childminders.  If you are interested please email 

sphub@evertoncentre.liverpool.sch.uk

National Hub information

A new website www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk  has launched to support 
regional networks of early years practitioners in England to share knowledge, 
effective practice and evidence-based approaches. 
The Early Years Stronger Practice Hubs programme is part of the Department 
for Education (DfE)’s £180m Early Years Education Covid-19 Recovery 
Package and is delivered on behalf of the DfE by the National Children’s 
Bureau (NCB). 
The 18 Hubs (two in each of the government office regions in England) 
provide advice, share good practice and offer evidence-based professional 
development for early years practitioners. 
The new site will allow early years practitioners to find their local Hub from a 
drop-down list or by navigating a clickable map of England and access the 
latest information from that Hub on upcoming events, programmes and 
resources. 
The site will also feature information about the programme itself as well as 
access to other related DfE programmes and the Early Years Evidence Store 
created by the DfE’s evidence partner on this project, the Education 
Endowment Foundation (EEF). 
An exciting new module has been added to the DfE’s Early Years child 
development training. 
Module 6: Mathematics is now available and covers: 

Nurturing mathematical development from birth 
Number including verbal counting, object counting and subitising 
Patterns and relationships 
Spatial reasoning, including shape, space and measures 

This module is available along with 5 other modules including child and brain 
development, personal, social and emotional development, communication 
and language and physical development. 
We let you know earlier in the year that a new feature had been added to the 
training which enables users to access the modules in any order. However, 
the DfE do recommend that the modules are completed in consecutively as 
the training has been designed to build on previous modules, starting with 
child and brain development underpinning all the others.
https://child-development-training.education.gov.uk/

 
Talking Time: free evidenced-based professional development to 
support nursery children’s oral language  
  
Early Years settings in Liverpool, Sefton, Knowsley and parts of Lancashire 
(Burnley, Rossendale and Chorley) are being offered an opportunity to take 
part in Talking Time© as part of an Education-Endowment Foundation-funded 
research study. 
  
Talking Time© is a universal oral language programme for children aged 3-5 
years, which includes evidence-based professional development for nursery 
staff. It supports Early Years practitioners to deliver engaging, structured 
small-group activities to children, and enhance their oral language through 
high-quality interactions and conversations. Talking Time© is designed to be 
used flexibly and adapted to suit individual children and settings.  Settings will 
receive training and mentoring to support implementation, and develop their 
early years team’s expertise in supporting early language. 
  
Talking Time© was developed by leading academics at the University of 
Oxford and UCL Institute of Education, working closely with speech and 
language therapists and early education professionals. It has been shown to 
enhance children’s oral language and staff practice in other research studies. 
  
  
Visit the Talking Time website to find out more about the programme and how 
to get involved: bit.ly/49K8TFB  
  
Or join a webinar to find out more. Click to register for the date which suits 
you or send us an email at talkingtime@education.ox.ac.uk. 

 
15 May 10-10:45
22 May 3:30-4:15
29 May 10-10:45
5 June 3:30-4:15

 
Future webinar dates will be posted on the website. 

 

Dingley's Promise
Are you aware of Dingley's Promise - Transforming the Early Years for child 
with SEND?
If not have a look on https://dingley.org.uk/dingleys-promise-training/
If you are based in Liverpool and wish to access any courses, let us know as 
these are free and we can provide you with a code to access the website and 
courses.  If you are outside of Liverpool and are interested in Dingley's 
Promise, either contact Dingley's Promise directly and reference our Stronger 
Practice Hub or our sphubnw@evertoncentre.liverpool.sch.uk email for more 
details.

‘Lost words’ reflected 
through the three pillars of 
sustainability and the SDGs
by Diane Boyd

 As early years practitioners we recognise the importance of our role in 
supporting children’s oral skills through holistic development. Influential 
research by Hart and Risley (1992,1995) stated that early year’s children 
living in poorer disadvantaged situations experienced significantly less 
adult directed words than their higher socio-economic peers. The 
research implied there was a ‘30-million-word deficit’ for the lower socio-
economic children by the time they were four. That is a lot of missing 
words! These crucial findings draw attention to the importance of what 
quality practitioners can do to support and narrow the gap for children 
through quality interactions and using their quality environments (SDG 4 
Quality Education).
 

So, how can we close the gap and support children’s communication skills?
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS DfE, 2024, p9) clearly states the 
importance of “back-and-forth interactions” as a necessary requirement for 
language and cognitive development in young children. Sameroff and Fiese 
(2000) suggest back-and-forth interactions are more important than the 
quantity of the vocabulary children are exposed to, because the bi-directional 
conversations shared together are closely entwined with Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development, a universal prime area (EYFS, DfE,2024). As 
practitioners we need to focus on ensuring all children have opportunities to 
encounter through modelling and scaffolding, complex language input with a 
high level of longer, richer sentences (Rowe, 2008). This aligns with the 
Education Endowment Foundation – Communication and Language toolkit, 
which reminds practitioners to support and model effective linguistic aspects 
of communication. However, reflecting on pedagogical interactions Margaret 
Donaldson (1978) says this must make ‘human sense’ to the children, 
suggesting the need to draw on the socio-cultural aspects of community too 
(SDG 11 Sustainable Cities and communities).

 
Within the Specific Area 
Understanding the World (EYFS, 
DfE,2024, p11) practitioners are 
asked to guide “children to make 
sense of their physical world and their 
community.” 

Taking children out beyond the gates of your setting allows them to 
experience holistically their neighbourhood, and what makes sense to 
them. Every neighbourhood is different (think of smells in a city compared 
to a beach town!) but as the EYFS (DfE, 2024, p 11) states “the 
frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their 
knowledge and sense of the world around them”. One such example is 
walking with your children through the town daily or weekly, past the local 
shops and engaging in back-and-forth conversations, adding new 
vocabulary as they walk.
 

Exchanging hellos and making conversation with shop keepers will help 
children to become familiar with new vocabulary that is seemingly being 
lost due to the overuse of supermarkets. In large supermarkets 
everything is there and available in one stop – just come in and buy! 
There are limited interactions, relationships and vocabulary shared.

By visiting in a natural organic way through a neighbourhood walk, children 
will become familiar with the shop keepers such as an optician, haberdasher, 
greengrocer, butcher, chemist, and baker (remember use this core language) 
that reside on their high street. When do children ever hear these 
occupational words now? So, it is imperative early years practitioners 
highlight these words before they become ‘lost’.  Reinforce the words further 
through reading non-fiction books and revisit language associated with each 
profession, for example, Dylan the Shopkeeper by Guy Parker Rees. Set up 
your role play as different shops visited to consolidate language further.

The new vocabulary can be extended to understand the produce they can 
purchase from the different shops, resonating with SDG 8, SDG 9, and SDG 
11. The EYFS (DfE,2024) asks practitioners to build ‘positive relationships’, 
and this is a way of doing this through your locality. For example, in the 
greengrocer discuss the type of apple with the children and then taste test 
them. Granny Smith or Royal Gala which are sweet or bitter?  Think of the 
lovely describing words or faces here!
Other extension activities could include memory games- I went to the baker 
and I bought bread, a cake, some pastries; or I went to the butcher, and I 
bought some pork sausages, a bacon chop, some beef burgers; this 
consolidates the produce from each shop and the repetition aids the 
children’s cognition.  After visiting the high street, the children could make 
their own big story book from each shop rather than buying books to support. 
This would be very effective as this supports children’s understanding of text - 
words and images together have meaning, that there is a beginning, middle 
and end in books which will make ‘human sense’ to them as this connects 
them to their community high street shops, and the satisfaction of knowing 
they wrote the book.

Due to plastic credit cards being used in supermarkets there are other words 
that are now less frequently used in the terms of monetary currency. How 
often do children hear in purchasing back and forth conversations, or the 
words pennies and pounds being used? By highlighting during your 
neighbourhood walks not just the local shop keepers, their profession and 
produce sold, take the children into the shop, and model the use of real 
money.  As the EEF Communication and Language states “settings should 
use a range of different approaches to developing communication and 
language skills.” It is important that children hear your “back-and-forth 
interactions” (EYFS, DfE,2024p, 9) with the shop keepers, as they are 
valuable conversations of both produce and currency together.

 The EEF (Early numeracy 
approaches) research shows that 
by utilising holistic pedagogy it has 
“a higher impact than when maths 
was delivered as a supplementary 
activity.” Through these 
conversations children will hear 
pennies, pounds, change and cost 
which they can replicate in role play 
back at your setting because this 
makes
“human sense” (Donalson,1978) to them.
Moving out into the locality and community children will have countless 
opportunities to use their 5 senses – hearing, smelling, tasting, seeing, and 
touching. By visiting local parks, gardens, or beaches regularly children will 
develop empathy and care for their environment. The emphasis is that you 
always use correct terminology with the children. For example, not the 
generic term ‘flower’ but daffodil or snow drop, and you encourage the 
children to observe the fauna but not pick them.  There is a fabulous book 
called Lost Words by Robert MacFarlane and Jackie Morris (2021) which 
focuses again on disappearing words but this time in the natural world.

 The book states “all over the 
country, there are words 
disappearing from children's lives. 
These are the words of the natural 
world; Dandelion, Otter, Bramble, 
and Acorn, all gone. A wild 
landscape of imagination and play 
is rapidly fading from our children's 
minds.

The Lost Words stands against the disappearance of wild childhood”. This 
book could be used as a follow up to walks or scientific observations in 
woodland.  Crucially for the planet we need to ensure young children hear, 
use, and understand key words from nature. As the EEF- Early Literacy 
approaches state you must ensure that “your early literacy strategy is well-
balanced and combines approaches that will support the development of 
skills, knowledge and understanding”.

From a sustainable perspective we need to invest in our locality whether this 
is the high street or park or woodlands or coastline.

If children develop a relationship with their community and locality then they 
will love the area, respect the area and care for the area. EEF- Early years 
evidence highlights “approaches for teaching early literacy should, therefore, 
be used in ways that build on approaches that support communication and 
language, which are fundamental to children’s literacy.” This resonates with 
the Specific Area Knowledge and Understanding which asks practitioners to 
“foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically, and 
ecologically diverse world” EYFS (DfE,2024, p11). Extending and developing 
these ‘lost words’ of the high street and environment builds “important 
knowledge,” and “extends their familiarity with words that support 
understanding across domains” (EYFS, DfE, 2024, p11).
Economic sustainability through regular opportunities to use and understand 
words associated with currency, socio-cultural sustainability through engaging 
and connecting with your local community high street shops and 
environmental sustainability with care and empathy because of a relationship 
with the natural world. This clearly demonstrates the interconnected and 
holistic approaches to both early childhood and sustainability.

The IFF are undertaking research on the 18 Early Years Stronger Practice 
Hubs and wish to undertake this with us in the future and would like us to 
supply email addresses of settings that have engaged with us through CPD.  
If you don't wish to have your contact details added to this research please let 
us know via the Hub email at: sphubnw@evertoncentre.liverpool.sch.uk

Childminding
June Cargill
Liverpool City Region and Beyond Early 
Years Stronger Practice Hub, Strategic 
Partner, Childminder Lead

Calling All Childminders in Liverpool City Region 
Come and meet Rachel Barrett, speech and language therapist from 
TalkAboutTown at our childminder drop in at Everton Nursery 
School and Family Centre, Spencer Street, L6 2WF on Friday 31st May, 
Friday 26th July, Friday 16th August 9.30a.m. to 11a.m. to discuss 
any speech and language concerns or ask about Wellcomm.  Bring your 
children to the drop-in and colleagues will support while you speak with 
Rachel in the drop-in.
CHILDMINDER DROP IN
Every Monday 9.30-11.30a.m. at Deysbrook Community Centre, Liverpool, 
L12 4XF.
and
Every Friday 9.30-11.00a.m. at Everton Nursery School and Family Centre, 
Spencer Street, Liverpool, L6 2WF. 
If you attend a drop in or meet up with other childminders in your area, please 
let us know so we can advertise, allowing local childminder colleagues to 
attend, join in and network.
 
HANEN Learning Language and Loving It Programme – in development 
for Childminders
If you are in Liverpool or Sefton, we are looking for 12 childminders to work 
with ourselves and Communicate on developing the programme for 
childminders. If you are interested please email 
sphub@evertoncentre.liverpool.sch.uk
 
WELLCOMM BAGS
If you are a Liverpool Childminder and wish to borrow a Wellcomm bag to use 
with your children, email the sph email as we can support you and loan a 
Wellcomm bag to you for a period of time.
 
Childminder Recruitment and Retention Consultation
 
The Department for Education (DfE) is consulting on three proposals and 
gathering evidence to improve the recruitment and retention of childminders.
Stakeholders are invited to share views on how the DfE can support the 
recruitment and retention of childminders. This consultation is open to the 
public and in particular invites responses from:

Current, former, and prospective childminders and providers of CODP
Other early years providers
Childminder agencies (CMAs)
Parents
Ofsted
Organisations that represent childminders, providers of CODP and 

other early years providers
Local authorities and the local government association
Regulated healthcare professionals who work in GPs surgeries
Landlords and any relevant representative bodies

Childminder Recruitment and Retention Consultation - Department for 
Education - Citizen Space
 
Closes 10 May 2024

CHILDMINDER RESOURCE BAGS
 
Calling all Stronger practice Hub Network Members….. FREE Resource bags 
for you to use in your practice with children. Funded by the Stronger Practice 
Hub, this is a fantastic opportunity for Childminders.
The Liverpool City Region and Beyond Early Years Stronger Practice Hub are 
pleased to offer free resource bags to Childminder Professionals.
The resource bags can be used in your setting, shared as a group activity or 
by swapping and passing on to other childminder colleagues in your local 
network or community. Due to expected demand, priority will be given to our 
newsletter subscribers. Ask childminder colleagues to subscribe on 
https://www.evertonnurseryschoolandfamilycentre.org/subscribe

 
Each bag of carefully selected items will be a 
welcome addition to your setting which in turn 
supports your children’s development.

 
Each resource bag is designed to be used 
individually, with a group of childminder 
colleagues and shared as a lending library.

 
In the next few weeks you can apply for 
resources that cover Communication and 
Language, Early Maths and Story 
Comprehension including a selection of various 
quality Story Sacks..

 
 
Also included will be Outdoor and Nature, 
Habitats and Musicical Instruments bags.

Look out for an email coming to childminders 
who have subscribed to the Liverpool City 
Region and Beyond Early Years Stronger 
Practice Hub, so you can apply for your free 
resource bag.

           

https://www.evertonnurseryschoolandfamilycentre.org/strongerpracticehub

EEF blog: Laying the foundations for Literacy
The EEF is an independent charity dedicated to 
breaking the link between family income and 
educational achievement.
educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk

Sinead McMahon, Early Years Specialist, introduces a new, downloadable 
summary of the evidence for Early Literacy from our Early Years Evidence 
Store.
 
Literacy describes a range of complex skills. It includes the word-level skills of 
both word reading and spelling and the text-level skills of reading 
comprehension and writing composition. The overall aim of these skills is for 
an author to effectively communicate their message and for a reader to 
understand it.

Evidence shows that educators working with early years children can play 
a pivotal role in laying the foundations for literacy, through careful 
implementation of identified approaches.

Most of the studies that look at the impact of educators’ practice on children’s 
literacy outcomes involve the educator receiving relevant and appropriate 
professional development or training.

The Early Years Evidence Store can be used as a valuable starting point for 
any early years educators looking to engage in professional development and 
improve their practice around the teaching of Early Literacy. As well as 
providing a background of the evidence used to identify recommended 
approaches, each approach is exemplified with a selection of videos and 
written examples of what the approach might look like in practice.

To support educators with their ongoing use of this key resource, we’ve now 
added a useful, downloadable summary of the Early Literacy theme page.
Want More?
Download our Guide to Effective Professional Development in the Early 
Years to support choosing, developing or planning high quality professional 
development opportunities for early years practitioners.

Take a look at our Preparing for Literacy guidance report.
Supporting Early Literacy in the Early Years
Uploaded:
17 April, 2024
 • 5.8 MB - pdf
Download resource Supporting Early Literacy in the Early Years
 

A School’s Guide to Implementation
Maximise the impact of new approaches and 
practices.
educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk

 
 An educational approach or idea may seem great in principle, but what really 
matters is how it manifests itself in the day-to-day work of people in schools, 
colleges, and early years settings. 
Our guidance on effective implementation – and its accompanying resources 
– are designed to help you make sure new approaches or practices have the 
biggest possible impact on children and young people’s outcomes. 
Based on a new review of the evidence, our updated guidance is focused on 
three key elements:

1. The behaviours that drive effective implementation.
2. The contextual factors that facilitate implementation.
3. A structured, but flexible, process to enact implementation.

The process is designed to support you to do implementation, while the 
behaviours and contextual factors help you to do it well.
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