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Welcome to the Liverpool City Reg ion  and Beyond Early Years
St ronger Pract ice Hub May 2025 New slet ter.
During  May w e are start ing  our Beach and Forest  School th ree
session  taster sessions w h ich  have a g ift  bag  of resources if you
at tend all th ree sessions. We also have a Learn ing  Walk at  East
Prescot Nurser y School, Liverpool in  May.
Are you look ing  for recorded sessions to use at  staf f meet ings? Alex
Gower-Jones has pu t  together a 28-minute stop  and reflect  session
to use w ith  colleagues on Communicat ion  and Language INSET
Teach ing  and modellin g  vocab u lary in  the early years. See m ore
in form at ion  in  th is new slet ter.
If you  w ou ld  like the record ing  to go w ith  the Communicat ion  and
Language Inset  p lease em ail:
sphubnw@evertoncent re.liverpool.sch .uk

May 20 25 issu e
Welcome, CPD, EEF Guide to t he Early Years Pup il
Premium , Early Educat ion  Journal, Understand ing  the
World  Dr. Diane Boyd, Communicat ion  and Language,
Develop in g  you r Climat e Act ion  Plan , Insp iring early
learn ing  the Froebel Trust , Tiny Hap py Peo p le f rom t he
BBC, Gett ing  it  righ t  from the start : how early years
pract it ioners work w ith  bab ies and todd lers, Ear ly Years
Foun dat ion  St ag e nu t r it ion , Ph ysical Act ivit y in Early
Years – Part 4



Don ’t forg et NATIONAL CHILDMINDING W EEK 10-16TH OF

MAY 20 25

Daybrook Ch ildm ind ing  Netw ork, Liverpool w ill be celebrat ing

Nat ional Ch ildmind ing  w eek at  the Drop -in  session  on

Wednesday the 14th  of May. All ch ildminders are w elcome to

com e and join  us w here w e w ill be focusing on  an  in teract ive

Maths session  and sharing  good pract ice. Refreshments w ill be

provided and w ill be the perfect  oppor tun ity to netw ork and

share good pract ice.

Please share your Netw orks Celebrat ion ’s and raise aw areness

of all t he incred ib le oppor tun it ies ch ildminders and our

netw ork s provide for the ch ild ren  w e mind.

See the conferences w e have availab le for ch ildminders and the

On lin e Ch ildm in der Net w ork  w h ich  is t h e last  Sat u rday

m orn in g 10a.m . – 11.30 a.m . of ev ery m on t h :

Em ail sphubnw @ever toncentre.liverpool.sch .uk if you w ould

like to at ten d.

CHILDM IND ER CONFERENCES

Sat u rday 7t h  Jun e 2025 at  Th e Lake House Cam b ridg e Road ,

Wat er loo, Liverp ool L22 1RR, 9.30a.m . t o 1.30 p.m .

Our Them e for the conference is: In t eract ive Lit eracy ‘Br in g in g

St or ies t o l i fe’ w ith  Den ise W righ t , Early Years Consu ltan t .

Lim ited  Spaces p lease Em ail

sphubnw @ever toncentre.liverpool.sch .uk if you w ould  like to

at ten d .

Sat u rday 16t h  Aug ust  2025 at  Th e Lake House Cam b ridg e

Road , W at er loo , Liverp ool L22 1RR, 9.30a.m . t o 12.30 p.m .

Ou r Them e for the conference is: In t erg en erat io n al

sust ainab il i t y an d  early numeracy w it h  Dr. D iane Boyd,



Independent Consu lt an t .

Diane w ill share examples of how young ch ild ren  under five

exp lore early  numeracy  linked to In terg enerat ional

sustainab il it y.

Lim ited  Spaces p lease Em ail

sphubnw @ever toncentre.liverpool.sch .uk if you w ould  like to

at ten d .

BEACH SCHOOL AND FOREST SCHOOL TASTER SESSIONS:

Are you in terested  in  Beach School or Forest School Taster

session s?

We are offering  a repeat  of last  years sessions at  Ever ton

Nu rsery School and Family Centre, Liverpool and Crosby Beach,

Merseyside. If you d idn ’t  have the chance to at tend last  year

p lease jo in  us th is year. See below the dates and t imes:

Forest Sch ool

Theory Wednesday 14th  May 1.30-3.30p.m .

Pract ical Wednesday 18t h  June 1.30-3.30p.m .

Reflect ion  Wednesday 2nd Ju ly 1.30-3.30p.m . Gift  bag  of

resources g iven on  th is session .

Beach Sch ool

Theory Wednesday 21st May 1-4 p.m .

Pract ical Wednesday 25t h  June 1-4 p.m .

Reflect ion  Wednesday 9th  Ju ly 1-4p.m . Gift  bag  of resources

given on  th is session .

LEA RNING W ALKS

Are you look ing for a Learn in g Walk in  anot her school or



set t ing  to see early years in  act ion? We have the follow ing  on

offer . Please em ail the sph em ail if you w ould  like to book on .

East  Prescot  Nu rsery School, 86 East  Prescot  Road , Liverpool

L14  1PW . Thu rsday 22n d  May 9.00a.m – 11.30a.m .

Ever t on  Nu rser y Sch ool an d  Fam ily Cen t re, Spen cer St reet ,

Liverp ool, Merseysid e, L6 2W F. Thu rsday 12t h  Jun e 9.30a.m .

– 11.4 5a.m .

Jun e Carg il l  Ch ildmin d in g  re Lear n in g  W alk at a

Ch ildmin der Set t in g : EYFS an d  Ou t door Pr ovision  on

Thu rsday 7t h  an d /or Fr iday 8t h  Aug ust  2025

Sessions are betw een 09.30am to 1130am or 1pm to 3pm

Booking required  if you are a ch ildminder (ch ild ren  we l c o m e )

or in terested  to learn  m ore about  Ch ildmind ing  Set t ings

Liverpool L14 near to Alder Hey Hosp it al, Liverpool and bus

routes.

If you w ish  to offer your set t ing  for a learn ing  w alk to share

pract ice especially linked to research  in  communicat ion  or early

mathemat ics, let  us know via em ail on

sphubnw @evertoncent re.liverpool.sch .uk

In t eract ive Read in g CPD:

Hal t on - Tuesday 20t h  May 9am -12pm



DCBL Stad ium , Low er House Lane, W idnes W A8 7DZ

St Helen s - Monday 30t h  June 9.30am -12pm

Sut ton  Fam ily Hub, Ellam sbridg e Rd, Sain t Helens W A9 3PY

On lin e of fer - Wednesday 25t h  June 6-8pm

RECORDED SESSIONS

We have recorded fou r t ee n sessions on line for staff t rain ing :

Con feren ce f rom 29t h  March  on  In t eract ive Read in g re 1

hou r, 30 minutes w it h  Alex Gow er-Jo nes.

See the In teract ive Read ing  Case Study on  the St ronger

Pract ice Hu b w ebsite.

h t tps://w w w .st rongerpract icehubs.org .uk/hubs/nw/liverpool-

city-reg ion-and-beyond-eysph/resou rces/lets-talk -about -books-

alex-g ow er-jon es

Con fer en ce f rom Sat u rday 22n d  March  on  t h e 17 Sust ainab le

Developm en t  Goals – An  In t r oduct ion re 2 hours w it h  Diane

Boyd.

An  in t roduct ion  t o w ork in g  w it h  ch ild ren  0-3 years by

Am an da Qu irk .

SENSORY FUN Tiny Happy Peop le sensory fu n  for bab ies

indoors and outdoors w ith  low cost /no cost  act ivit ies shared by

Den ise W righ t  (Independent  Consu ltan t ). The w eb inar show s

educators how they can insp ire parents to undertake sensory



act ivit ies at  home to suppor t  their ch ild ’s learn ing  and

develo pment  th rou gh p lay.

INTERACTIVE READING online recorded session  by Alex Sharp

(Independent  Consultan t ) exp lores how early years educators

can exp lore in teract ive read ing  in  their p ract ice.

SKILLS BEFORE W RITING online recorded session  by Am anda

Quirk , Early Years Advisory Teacher, from our Hub team has put

together an  on line program m e for early years educators

exp loring  skills before early w rit ing .

EMOTIONAL REGULATION online recorded session  by Mar ia

Beale (SEND CO) and Em m a Doran (Early Years Co-ord inator)

from W h itefield  Prim ary School, Liverpool. Maria and Em m a

share how they have w orked w ith  ch ild ren  in  the early years

and their families exp loring  emot ional regu lat ion .

NURSERY RHYMES online recorded session  by Faye Johnson,

Assistan t  Head teacher from Ever ton  Nursery School and Family

Cent re has put  together a session  on  exp loring  Nursery

Rhymes w it h  young ch ild ren .

COMM UNICATION AND LANGUAGE online recorded session

by Amanda Quirk , Early Years Advisory Teacher, from our Hub

team has put  together an  on line program m e for early years

educators exp loring  communicat ion  and language.

OAP (ORD INARY AVAILABLE PROVISION) – Aman da Quirk ,



Early Years Advisory Teacher, from our Hub team has put

together a record ing  on  OAP (Ord inar y Availab le Provision) in

early years.

USING MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS - Craig  and Pip  from East

Prescot Nu rsery School, Liverpool have developed an  on line

record ing  on  how to use a range of musical inst ruments.

Ch ildm inders across our Hub have the oppor tun ity to borrow a

musical inst ruments bag  but  m any early years educators w ill

have these musica l inst ruments in  their p rovision .

MATHEMATICS RECORDED ONLINE – Rebecca Morgan

(Nursery Teacher) has recorded a pract ical session  on line to

share w ith  colleagues to exp lore mathemat ics w ith  under fives.

SENSORY CURRICULUM RECORDED ONLINE - Em m a-Lou ise

Scot t (Nurture Teacher) from Everton  Nursery School and

Family cent re shares her experiences and pract ical examples of

a sensor y curricu lum .

EARLY EMOTIONS RECORDED ONLINE

Kaya Doyle (Program m e Manager) shares an  in t roduct ion  to

early emot ional health , the issues ch ild ren  face and links to

socio-economic backgrou nds.

If you w ould  like to access to any of the recorded t rain ing

sessions, em ail sphubnw @ever toncentre.liverpool.sch .uk



CHILD MINDER INFORM ATION:

CHILDM INDER DROP IN
Deysbrook Netw ork: Deysbrook Villag e Com m un ity Centre,
Liverp ool L12 4XF
Held  every Wednesday 9.30- 11.30am
Hunts Cross Netw ork: St  Hilda’s Church  Hall, Stuart  Avenue,
Hu nts Cross L25 0NG
Held  every Wednesday 9.30-11.30am
Kendal Netw ork : Beck Com m un ity Centre, 20 Esthw aite
Avenue, Kendal LA9 7NZ
Held  every Thursday 9.30 – 11.30am
Brom boroug h Ch ildm inder Netw ork : Brom boroug h Fam ily
Hu b, Grat rix Road ,
W ir ral CH62 7BW
Held  Thursdays 9.30 – 11.30 am

If you at tend a drop  in  or meet  up  w ith  other ch ildminders
across the Liverpool City Reg ion  and Beyond area, p lease let  us
know so w e can adver t ise, allow ing local ch ildminder colleag ues
to at tend, join  in  and netw ork.



Don ’t  forg et  t o acce ss in format ion  f rom ou r nat ional
St ron g er Pract ice w eb sit e:
h t tps://w w w .st rongerpract icehubs.org .uk/hubs/nw/liverpool-
city-reg ion-and-beyond-eysph

Here you w ill find  in format ion  about  our podcasts as w ell as
b logs and t rain ing  sessions.

We also have a local w ebsite on  our lead school w ebsite. See
here for m ore in form at ion :
h t tps://w w w .ever tonnurseryschoolandfam ilycent re.org /st ronger
pract icehu b

Also see the follow ing for p rofessionals from Tiny Happ y Peop le
(BBC) if you haven’t seen already:
h t tps://canvas-story.bbcrewind .co.uk/t inyhappypeop le-gu ide-
pro fessionals/



EEF Gu ide t o t h e Early Years Pup il Pr emium , designed to
suppor t  early years set t ings in  making  in form ed decisions
about  how to use their increased EYPP fund ing .
The gu ide – develo ped in  consu ltat ion  w ith  early years leaders –
recommends a balanced approach to spend ing and enco urages
set t in gs to:
· Develop  qualit y p ract ice, includ ing  th rough invest ing  in
h ig h-qu ality p rofessional develo pment .
· Tailor personalise d  suppor t , includ ing  targeted
in tervent ions that  m eet  ch ild ren ’s specific needs.
· Lead , p lan , an d  sust ain , includ ing  support ing  mean ing fu l
engagement  betw een leaders and their team s so that  changes
to prac t ice st ick .

You can exp lore the gu ide and access the resources
here: h t tps://educat ionendow m ent foundat ion .org .uk/early-
years/pup il-p rem ium

The Early Years Pup il Prem ium (EYPP) has one aim : to im prove
outcomes for socio-economically d isadvant aged ch ild ren  from 9
months upw ards. In  April 2025, the Department  for Educat ion
(DfE) increased fund ing for the EYPP by 45% to £570 per ch ild
per year.
A ch ild ’s fam ily incom e shouldn ’t be a barr ier to their
ach ievement  and w ellbeing  in  the early years. Early years
set t ings (includ ing  ch ildminders, nurseries and schools) can
use th is increased fund ing to help  ever y ch ild  to flourish .

EEF Guid e to t he Early Years
Pup il Prem ium



Early Edu cat ion  Jo u rnal

Understand ing  the World  Dr. D iane Boyd

Th e im p or t an ce of h ig h -q u alit y lan g u ag e exp erien ces t h rou g h  t h e
Sp ecific Area Un d erst an d in g  t h e W orld .
The Research ing  Effect ive Pedag og y in  t he Early Years (REPEY)
(Siraj-Blat chford  et  al, 2002) p roject , iden t ified  in teract ions such  as Sustained
Shared  Th inking  (SST), as a sig n ifican t  approach  in  early ch ildhood  in  raising
and  enhancing perform ance in  early years’
set t ing s. Allen  and  W halley, (2010) claim ed  t hat  u sing  Sust ained  Shared
Thinking  w as cen t ral to quality effect ive early ch ildhood  pedag og y. So,
w hat  is Sust ained  Shared  Th inking ?

‘An  ep isode in  w h ich  tw o or m ore ind ividua ls ‘w ork together ’ in  an

in tellectua l w ay to solve a  prob lem , clarify a  concep t , eva lua te act ivit ies,

extend  a  narra t ive etc. Both  part ies m ust  con t ribu te to t he t h inking , and  it

m ust  develop  and  ext end  t he underst and ing .’(Siraj-Blat ch ford  et al., 2002:

p8)

Early Educat ion  pub lished a

Jou rn al

issue on  Cult ures of Sustainab ilit y

in

Sum m er 2024. The journal star ted

a

con versat ion  exp loring

sustainab ilit y, referenced by Jan

W h ite in  the ed itoria l. Th is issue is a

follow on from that one.



The ‘tw o or m ore’ cou ld  be an educat or and ch ild  or a ch ild  w ith
their peer(s). Th is idea of colleg iate research-based learn ing  in  early
ch ildhood cou ld  be seen to stem from Loris Malag uzzi, w ho founded
the ph ilosoph ical approach know n as Regg io Em ilia. The
ph ilosophy aim s “to m ake a  lovab le school, indust rious, invent ive,
liveab le, documentab le and communicab le, a  p lace of research ,
learn ing , re-cogn it ion  and reflect ion ” (Loris Malaguzzi -Regg io
Child ren  - Values).

W hat w onderfu l ad ject ives used to describe their educat ional
process! Indust rious and a p lace of research !
The Regg io Emilia approach is a p rocess of learn ing  w h ich
“p riv ileges research  st ra teg ies, exchange and d iscussio n , and
part icipa t ing  w ith  others”. Emphasis is p laced upon the d ialogue
and the in teract ion  betw een the ch ild , the adu lt  and the
environment . Th is w as apparent w hen I visited  the early ch ildhood
schools in  Regg io Em ilia. I saw young  ch ild ren  (3-4 years old ) w ho
w ere totally focused, engaged and engrossed in  find ing  ou t  and
mak ing  sense of their w orld .

For example, tw o lit t le boys w ho w ere fascinated  about  how a
b icycle w orked spent  th ree hours tak ing  it  apart  and theorising
together, th rough numerous quest ions, conversat ions and act ive
invest igat ions. Th is ‘b icycle d iscovery’ experience developed their
early literacy, scien t ific, mathemat ical and eng ineering
understand ing  th rough the support  of the pedagog ist , w ho
w as modelling  new language, revisit ing  old  vocabu lary and
scaffold ing  their curiosity, and mak ing  a real d ifference to their
learn ing .

Another influential early childhood research study (The Effective
Provision for Preschool Education, 2004) (EPPE) tested the theory
that children achieve stronger and deeper thinking skills through
dialogue, when nurtured by supportive adults and as a result do
better than children whose thinking has either developed alone or
when only in the company of their peers (Sylva et al, 2004).



The resu lt s of the EPPE project  h igh ligh ted  like the Regg io Em ilia
approach, the importance of quality early years educators,
resonat ing  w ith  Sustainab le Development  Goal 4 Quality  Educat ion
(UNESCO,2015). The REPEY (2002) ident if ied  ‘social pedagog ical
in teract ions’ w h ich  is w hen the conversat ion  is purely social. For
exam p le, the educat or celebrat ing  w ith  a ch ild  w ho has pain ted  a
lovely p ictu re, w h ilst  main tain ing  eye contact  and
smiling  at  them is not  moving  the learn ing  forw ard . “Oh! I like your
p ictu re, tha t ’s lovely”. ‘Cogn it ive pedagog ical in teract ions’ extend
the learn ing  th rough open ended quest ions- you do not  ask a
quest ion  w h ich  has potent ially a one-w ord  answer. “Oh, I like your
pa in t ing ! Can you tell m e about  it?”
Is the quant ity of d ialogue and vocabu lar y importan t  too? In  1995
Hart and Risley conducted a crucial p iece of research  w h ich
recogn ised the importance of conversat ion  and d ialogue in  the
early years. They h igh ligh ted  the d ifferen t  levels of vocab u lary used
in  socio-economic home environments “w ith  11 million  w ords for
professiona l, 6 million w ords for w ork ing class, and 3 million  w ords
for w elfa re class w ere recorded”. Th is study recogn ised the
importance of h igh-quality early years provision  to ensure all
ch ild ren  have opportun it ies for language development  resonat ing
w ith  the policy and pract ice of the St ronger Pract ice Hubs (DfE) and
SDG 10 Reduced Inequalit ies (UN ESCO,2015).
SDG 4 Quality Educat ion  has m any ind icators bu t  target  4 .2.1 notes
the need for ch ild ren  in  Early Ch ildhood provision  to be
“developmenta lly on  t rack in  hea lth , learn ing  and psychosocia l
w ell-being ” SDG4_ind icat or_list .pd f. Add it ionally, SDG target  4 .6
requ ires all ch ild ren  to ach ieve a fixed  level of literacy and
num eracy. These targets p lace responsib ilit y upon the educat or or
parent , w hether it is a home environment , a nurser y or a school, to
enab le all ch ild ren  to “be on  t rack” regard less of age or sex. Cathy
Nutbrow n in  her Independent  Review (2012, p12-13) st ressed the
need for in teract ive and quality pedagog ical experiences, stat ing
that  ‘ch ild ren  learn  much in  sustained in teract ion  w ith  other
ch ild ren , as w ell as adu lt s w ho are at tuned to ch ild ren ’s learn ing
and development  needs w ho can support  their p lay and fost er early
in teract ions betw een young ch ild ren .



The Educat ion  Endow ment  Foundat ion  (EEF) acknow ledge
through Oral Language In tervent ions that  young  ch ild ren  clearly
benefit  from having  exp licit  d iscussions “of either content  or
processes of learn ing ”, and that  oral in tervent ions aim “t o support
learners’ use of vocabu lary, art icu lat ion  of ideas and spoken
expression ”. Oral language in tervent ions | EEF The EEF also
suggest  that  the m ore in teract ive and collaborat ive young
ch ild ren ’s experiences are, it  w ill enab le them to develop  st rong  self-
regu lat ion  and confidence (m eta cogn it ion) because they are
focusing  on  their ow n learn ing .
Case stud ies demonst rat ing  how oral language in tervent ions
support  the development  of Scien t ific early literacy.
We have estab lished the importance of quality p rovision  and
encourag ing  excellen t  levels of oral language in  the early years,
th rough support ive and quality educators w ho scaffold  learn ing  by
extend ing  their th ink ing  cogn it ively, beyond just  social in teract ions.
Tabors, Snow , and Dickinson (2001) art icu lat ed  that  by extend ing
and expand ing ch ild ren ’s vocabu lary ensures they become
successfu l independent  readers and w riters. In terest ing ly, they also
emphasise that  th is p rocess helps young  ch ild ren  to understand
scien t ific concepts. The Characterist ics of Effect ive Learn ing
(DfE,2024) h igh ligh t  that  ch ild ren  need to be creat ive, crit ically
reflect ive and have the capacity to p rob lem solve. These
characterist ics resonate w ith  Tabors, Snow , and Dickinson (2001)
w ho argued that  to develop  scien t ific th ink ing , ch ild ren  need the
ab ilit y to th ink and reason th rough prob lem s, reflect  and art icu lat e
w hy someth ing  might  or might  not  happen, adapt ing  their th ink ing
to accommodate d ifficu lt ies and have the righ t  vocabu lary to exp lain
their th ink ing .
The Specific Area, Under stand ing  the World  (DfE,2024 , p11) is a
mandatory requ irement  of the Early Years Foundat ion  Stage, w h ich
“involves gu id ing  ch ild ren  to make sense of their physica l w orld  and
their com m un ity”. The EYFS (DfE,2024 ,11) fu rther suggests that “the
frequency and range of ch ild ren ’s persona l experiences increases
their know ledge and sense of the w orld  a round them – from visit ing
parks, lib raries and museums.” David  Sobel (2023) recogn ised the
need for educat ors to u t ilise all aspects of the w orld  beyond the
gates of the set t ing  or home and engage ch ild ren  in  d iverse p lace-
based learn ing experiences such as
museums, aquarium s or scien t ific exh ib it ions to enab le them to not
just  learn  scien t ific content , bu t “a lso to become m ore



Credit T ugulawaEarlyChildCare.

The early years ch ild ren  are enroute to their local lib rary, develop ing
st rong  cu ltu ral and com m un ity relat ions and understand ing  the
pow er of learn ing  and en joyment  th rough literature.
The EEF h igh ligh ted  clear st rateg ies to use w ith  their Oral
Language In tervent ions such as t arg et ed  read i n g  aloud  an d  book
d iscussions wit h  young ch ild ren , resonat ing  w ith  the EYFS. The
EYFS (DfE,2024, p11) encourag es ch ild ren  to listen “to a  broad
select ion  of stories, non-fict ion , rhymes and poem s w ill foster their
understand ing  of our cu ltu ra lly, socia lly, technolog ica lly and
ecolog ica lly d iverse w orld ” (SDG 11 Sustainab le Cit ies and
Com m un it ies, UN ESCO,2015).
Shared read ing  provides opportun it ies to model book sk ills such as
the left  to righ t  p rin t  orien tat ion  w h ich  you can h igh ligh t  as you
read aloud w ith  the ch ild ren . Turn ing  the page again ,
demonst rat ing  the left  to righ t  page orien tat ion , and asking  w hat
can you see on the fron t  cover? High ligh t  the au thor and the
illust rat or .
Sharing  stories w ith  ch ild ren  in  an  emot ionally safe space
encourages fu ll part icipat ion  and talk about  all the elements of the
story you love, revisit ing  previous language and talk ing  about  the
p ictu res and the characters. Try to use fluctuat ions in  your tone,
volume and provide d ifferen t  voices to reflect  the characters, and if
possib le, add music, sing ing  or movement . Tracie Dowling  a
ch ildminder uses noises to demonst rate aspects of the text . For
example, w hen read ing  a book about  Raindrops to the ch ild ren
aged 2, 3 and 4 , she made a b ig  sound w h ich  made Holly aged 2
jump, she started  laugh ing  and so d id  the other s. Tracie exp lained
th is loud noise w as “a  sudden flow of elect ricity and the thunder w as
a shock w ave”. They all started  mak ing  ‘ligh tn ing  and thunder’
noises. As Tracie h igh ligh ted , it  is importan t  to use the correct
terminology and provide exp lanat ions from a young  age.
Mia (below left ) is 18 month s old  bu t  already know s the convent ions
of read ing  a story book- she tu rns the page left  to righ t  and scans
each page from the left  to righ t . Independent ly, she stud ies each
p ictu re ident ifying  images she recogn ises saying  ou t  loud “baby
lion” or “up  in  the t rees” and “a ll the an imals” as she makes sense of
the story, revisit ing  the story m any t imes a day. engaged in the
acquisition of such knowledge.”



Through the educator modelling  w ith  the ch ild ren , Tracie the
ch ildminder demonst rates to the ch ild ren  the p leasure and deligh t
you receive w hen read ing a story. The earlier you surround ch ild ren
in  a d iverse range of books and story telling  the bet ter! Remember
story telling does not need a prin ted  book. For example, in  Steiner
k indergart ens ch ild ren  do not  see any prin t  un t il t hey are older. The
educat or p rovides the excitement , imag inat ion  and visuals th rough
just  creat ing  an  oral story. Once the ch ild ren  are familiar w ith  oral
storytelling , they can join  in  too. Try oral storytelling  and see how you
go!
Tracie in t roduced the text  about  Raindrops to the ch ild ren  and then
made connect ions back to p revious learn ing  in  the garden to help
consolidate their understand ing . Aft er read ing  the book Tracie
simplified  the in format ion  saying “ra inwater d rop lets fa ll from the
clouds dow n to the earth , they t rickle dow n in to rivers and seep in to
the soil, they are then sucked up in to the roots of th irsty  p lan ts.
After read ing  the stor y the ch ild ren  w atered the p lan ts because they
w ere “th irsty.” Tracie fu rther exp lained, “w hen the sun sh ines and
the w ater d rop lets w arm up, they tu rn  in to m ist  w h ich  floa ts up  to
the sky and the drop lets cool dow n aga in  tu rn ing  back in to clouds
and the w ater cycle can beg in  a ll over aga in”. All 4  st rateg ies are
in terlink ed as these examples demonst rate.
The second st rategy the EEF notes is exp licit ly extend ing  pup ils’
spoken vocabu lar y. Th is target  is relevant  across all in tervent ions as
Tracie demonst rated  w hen provoking  and extend ing  ch ild ren ’s
th ink ing  w hen sharing  books together. Th is is an  in teg ral element  of
early ch ildhood, w ith  the educator nurtu ring  the ch ild  and
scaffold ing  their learn ing . The DfE pub lished their Climate Act ion
St rategy (Progress so far Report ) (2023, p  4) asking  that  ch ild ren
“understand the scien t ific facts of climate change and have the
skills needed for the fu tu re.” Educators therefore need to be
immersing  ch ild ren  in  opportun it ies to understand and crit ique the
science beh ind  the facts, use scien t ific language such as
est imate, p red ic t , evaluate, experiment , obser ve and have m any
pract ical pedagog ical opportun it ies to t ry ou t  their hypothesis.
Tracie used techn ical w ords after read ing the book such as w ater
source, rainw ater, food for p lan ts, healthy root  system , mist ing  the
p lan ts (hose at tachment  m ists) liqu id , soak ing , moist , recycling .
Draw ing  upon the REPEY (2002) and EPPE (2004) reports and the
ph ilosophy of Regg io Em ilia in  g iving  ch ild ren  agency, ensure
educators are both  capab le and confident  in  extend ing  their oral
language sk ills The recent ly pub lished in terim repor t  Curricu lum



language sk ills. The recent ly pub lished in terim repor t  Curricu lum
and Assessment Review (2025) Curricu lum and Assessment  Review :
in terim report  - GOV.UK again  clear ly h igh ligh t  the need for
ch ild ren ’s scien t ific understand ing , stat ing ; “likew ise, g loba l socia l
and environmenta l cha llenges requ ire a t ten t ion  to scien t ific  and
cu ltu ra l know ledge and skills tha t  can equ ip  young  peop le to m eet
the cha llenges of the fu tu re.” The report  m ay be for Key Stage one
and above, bu t  early ch ildhood must  lay the foundat ions for th is
scien t ific and cu ltu ral know ledge. Ch ild ren  as young  as 18 months
old  can beg in  to become aw are th rough offering  scien t ific
experiences how they can support ` their in terconnected w orld ,
understand ing  the p lan ts “need” for w ater. Revisit ing  the scien t ific
language ever y t ime the ch ild ren  w ater the p lan ts, remind ing  them
of the ‘m ore than hum an world ’s need for nourishment , healthy soil
and w ater are essent ial too, w h ich  supports SDG 13 Climat e Act ion
(UNESCO,2015).

As Mia and I w atered the p lan ts toget her, M ia is listen ing  to m e as I
model language sk ills, w h ich  is a good w ay of bu ild ing  on  her p rior
know ledge and understand ing . Educators need to encourage
ch ild ren  to be brave and have the courage to express ideas
creat ively w hen p laying  w ith  w ords. Th is exp lorat ion  is essent ial to
also encourage ch ild ren  to art icu lat e ou t  loud w hat  they are doing
in  their learn ing  processes (pole-bridg ing ). Educators can exp licit ly
share thoughts, ask quest ions and demonst rate decision-mak ing
processes out  loud, modelling  language and reflect  on  any
observat ions or ideas shared.

At  th is stage of language
development , talk ing  aloud in  fu ll sen tences about  w hy they are
caring  for the p lan ts and using  p len ty of new vocabu lary w h ilst
revisit ing  old  descrip t ive language is the focus.
Mia and I talked together about  w hy the soil w as dry and how the
p lan ts w ill d rink w ater to make them st rong  and healthy. We stud ied
the brow n patches on some of the leaves and the curled  up  dead
leaves ref lect ing  together and posing  quest ions using  short
sentences such as ‘I w onder how .’



The th ird  st rat egy h igh ligh ts the use of st ructured quest ion ing  to
develop  read ing  comprehension . In  Regg io Emilia the use of visib le
learn ing  stories supports the learn ing  process by allow ing  ch ild ren
to revisit  again  their theories and reflect ions during  the ongoing
projects. Regg io sees “documentat ion  is an  in teg ral part  of the
educat ional theories and pract ices and g ives them st ructure. Th is
renders the nature of learn ing  processes visib le and evaluab le,
sub ject ive and in  g roups, in  ch ild ren  and in  adu lt s, and tu rns them
in to a shared com m on legacy”. Regg io Ch ild ren  - Values

The ch ild ren  here had been learn ing  about  soil and th is p rocess
start ed  w hen they w ere much younger w ith  p layfu l experiences
and conversat ions about  the soil, as show n above w ith  M ia. The
older ch ild ren  w ere now using  the ecolog ically connected
language of com post ing  and bacteria, extend ing  their learn ing
fu r ther .
Cred it Tugu law a Early Ch ild  Care.



Examples of the ch ild ren  develop ing  their th ink ing  about  soil and
b io  d ivers i ty  -
Bacteria can make you sick , bu t some are good for us
Bacteria are lit t le
Bumble bee bac teria
They don ’t  like p last ic , it s not  good for the environment .
We found a w orm . Worm s and bacteria are partners in  the soil.
They make the com post .
The w orm has tw o faces
The Worm d id  a somersau lt  on  Meganne’s hands
Aft er w e p lay w ith  soil w e shou ld  w ash our hands
As an Educator ask quest ions to rein force the ch ild ren ’s cogn it ion-
W hat  might  happen to the leaves and fru it  in  the com post?
They might  tu rn  b lack
They might  tu rn  rainbow
They w ill become soil
They w ill become scraps
NO one can eat  w hat  comes out  of the compost  b in  as it ’s for the
gard en
Having  made their th ink ing  visib le, ensures that  the ch ild ren  can
con t inually go back and  revisit  t heir p revious learn ing  either
independent ly or as a shared com m un ity of learners, support ing
their understand ing  of comprehension  and resonat ing  w ith  SDG 15
Life on  Land (UN ESCO,2015).
The final st rategy from the Oral Development  In tervent ions (EEF) is
the use of purposefu l, curricu lum -focused, d ialog ue and
in teract ion .  All ch ild ren  need to access quality educat ion  (SDG 4 ,
UNESCO,2015) th rough an enab ling  environment  w ith  passionate,
know ledg eab le educators w ho p lan  provocat ions based on
ch ild ren ’s in terests and quest ions. In  Bruner ’s cogn it ive theory, h is
sp iral curricu lum advocated by beg inn ing “w ith  the hypothesis tha t
any sub ject  can be taught  in  some in tellectua lly honest  form
to any ch ild  a t  any stage of development ” (1960, p33).



Jerom e Brun er ’s sp iral curricu lum

At  Tugu lawa Early Educat ion  the educators w anted to insp ire
creat ivity and prob lem solving  th rough the w orld  of the marb le run .
Th is p rocess enab led  ch ild ren  to start  to understand the scien t ific
w orld  of energy, t ract ion  and forces. In  the first  instead they w ere
offered  end less opportun it ies to experiment  as they assembled the
marb le run  p ieces to creat e t racks w here the
marble w ou ld  roll smooth ly to the exit . Th is requ ired  constant
reflect ion  and d iscussion  as each at tempt w as made and revised.
Th is is the Characterist ics of Effect ive Learn ing  in  act ion  (DfE,2024),
w ith  persistence, pat ience, crit icality and prob lem solv ing  enab ling
them to ach ieve their goal and provid ing  a sense of p ride and
happ iness.



Credit T ugulawa

To fu r ther extend their creat ivity and prob lem -solving  ab ilit y the
ch ild ren  using recycled  mat erials (SDG12 Responsib le
Consumpt ion  and Product ion , UNESCO,2015) and collaborated  to
make their ow n marb le run . The creat ion  of the second run  needed
considerat ion  of levels-
Quest ions asked about forces -
How can I join  each component to ensure speed?
How can w e make the ba ll move faster?
How fast can ba lls take corners?
How much push is needed for d ifferen t levels of t rack?

The children all collaborated and shared their thinking as they designed the
run to create a workable model. As Tugulawa Early Education stated
“Designing the marble run was a wonderful experience of team work,
creativity and problem -solving of scientific, math and engineering in action”.
The example demonstrated purposeful intentions, curriculum focused on
Understanding the World (DfE,2024) (but all prim e and specific areas are
evident too), dialogue (between all the children as a community of learners
(Wave and Lenger,1991) and interaction (using all 3 characteristics of
effective learning) (DfE,2024).



Credit T ugulawa

Like the Regg io Em ilia Approach, quality early ch ildhood pedagogy
“advocates every ch ild  is the sub ject  of righ ts. Every ch ild , ind ividua lly and
in  their rela t ions w ith  the g roup, is a  const ructor of experiences to w h ich
they are capab le of a t t ribu t ing  sense and mean ing” (Regg io Ch ild ren  -
Values ; SDG 4 , UN ESCO,20 15). Add it ional References
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Develop in g you r Clim ate Act ion Plan? You can

access the governm ent 's Sustainab ilit y Support  for

Educat ion w ebsite, their Clim ate Am bassadors Program m e and

the Nat ional Educat ion  Nature Park . You can also use Early Years

Sustainab le Hub developed by the High field  Nursery School in

Ipswich  and Everton  Nurser y School in  Liverpool.

Early Years
Fou n d at ion Stag e
nu t r it ion  g u idan ce

Guidance for g roup and
school-based
providers and ch ildm inders in
Eng land



In sp ir in g early
learn in g

Tin y Hap py Peop le
f rom t h e BBC

Thank you for all your support
and using BBC Tiny Happ y
Peop le w ith  fam ilies you w ork
w it h .

The Froebel Trust funds
research  in to ch ild ren ’s
learn ing  from b irth  to eigh t
years and supports h ig h
quality early educat ion .



Please can  w e ask you  an d  you r t eam s t o h elp  shape t h e
developm en t  of fu t u re BBC Tiny Happy Peop le con t en t  and
resou rces.

Please find  below in form at ion  about our BBC Tiny Happy Peop le
survey fo r Speech and Languag e Therapy team s and Early Years
professionals to com p lete w h ich  shou ld  take no m ore than 10
m in u tes.

W e’d  be delig h t ed  t o h ear you r view s an d  t h ose of you r t eam s
an d  par t n ers, if possib le p lease do share t h ese t w o d if feren t
link s w it h  you r colleag ues across Early Years an d  SLT services:

Click here to share your view s if you w ork in  a SLT team :

Or …

Click here to share your view s if you w ork in  EYS educat ion  and
ch ild care:

If the link does not  w ork , t ry cop ying  and past ing  it  in to your
brow ser.

BBC Tiny Hap py Peop le are collaborat ing  w ith  Sherbet  Research .
Th e aim of t h is su rvey is t o g at h er in form at ion  on  w h et h er you
are using BBC Tiny Happy Peop le resou rces w it h  fam il ies, w h ich
resou rces you  are usin g , w h en , an d  h ow . W e w ou ld  also like t o
h ear w h et h er t h ere are any barr iers t o usin g  t h e resou rces, an d
you r sug gest ions for im p rovem en t .

All responses are anonym ous and w ill be com b ined w ith  the view s
of Early Years Professionals from across the UK.

Because th is is a UK-w ide survey you m ay also receive another
invite bu t you on ly need to com p lete th is once.

Thank you for spend ing  t im e to help  us shape the fu tu re of Tiny
Hap py Peop le.

Best w ishes,
BBC Tiny Hap py Peop le



Please note, BBC Tiny Happy Peop le & Sherbet Research  are not
gathering  or storing  any personal in format ion , and the survey is
anonymised. If requ ired , data privacy procedures and contact
in format ion  can be found here
Th is research  is being conducted on behalf of BBC Tiny Happy
Peop le by Sherbert Research , 8 Bressay Drive, London, NW 7 2AZ.
For any techn ical queries about  com p let ing  research  it self, p lease
contact research@sherbert research .com .
If you have a quest ion  for BBC Tiny Happy about  the survey, p lease
contact t inyhapp ypeop le@bbc.co.uk

Get t ing  it  righ t  from the start : how early
years pract it ioners w ork w ith  bab ies and
tod d lers
Execut ive sum m ary. The first 2 years are
cruc ial to a ch ild ’s developm ent , laying
the foundat ions for all fu tu re learn ing . By
the age of 2, m ost  ch ild ren  w ill be
m ak ing  m ark s, start ing  to run
w w w .gov.uk

Anonym ised survey host ing  is p rovided by Rigour Research  Ltd , 71-
75 Uxbridge Road, London, W 5 5SL.

Early Years Found at ion  Stage
nut ri t ion
Help ing early years providers offer
healthy, balanced and nut rit ious
food .
GOV.UK

Ph ysical Act ivity in Early Years – Part
4
A gu ide for early years professionals



Liverpool Cit y Reg ion  an d  Beyon d  Early Years St ron g er Pract ice
Hub

Feed bac k Form

If you have at tended any of our conferences or face to face t rain ing ,
p lease scan the QR code and send us feedback . Many thanks.


